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Since the last issue, 
Howard Whitaker and Ray 
eulogized each respect 
Harold Hess has coi 




Here *tis - the 99fch consecutive issue of P-W! And WOW, what an issue! 
It’s so good and so big - what a way to lead up to our lOOth! 1 ! But each issue 
always is better than any of its predecessors, and I know that EAGers will see 
to it that the 100th is the one to excel all others! ! ! As for the 99th - well, 
it’s got so much news in it that you'll be busy for the next six weeks, just catch- 
ing up on your reading! 

You cart look at the Index inside to see what is offered. But briefly, there 
are three articles on grading, an article on Connecticuts, another on Chadian 
colonials, 6 reports of regional meetings ~ be sure to read all of these 
author has come up with some interesting facts for his own regional group - 
I'm si^rp that you’ll be impressed. Roger S. Cohen, Jr. and Ron Guth are back 
with reports on two interesting double struck large cents. John Wright goes to 
great length to answer two questions recently submitted to him. Bill Weber 
tells you all about the plans for EAC '84 and encloses a registration blank for 
those planning tci attend. Be ai^re to get yours in early! 

lost two prominent large cent collectors: 

John Wright Jan d Gordon Wrubel fia^e 

ittSiCl^^^fpi^ation of one 

error coins reported in the September issue, and Harry Rescigno Has 
delightful bit of nostalg ic pi «tm £> y to relate to you. Mike McNaney tells 
you can lose money by ^Collecting large centsu^Hg, has written a very p 
tive article and I hopefthalf^^m%f^f^bf^S ^ed^^t^fqp^rnent oh til 
Maybe you can help hir 

Of course, there are a lot of other items and oprrrfcdrSs which yc^u should 
find informative and entertaining. Don't forget th^ ^y oyr 1984 due^ are now 
payable - the dues still remain the same as the past several years - a re- 
markable feat when you know what our mailing expenses, printing fees, and 
production costs amoint to. After this big issue to end 1 983 and another one to 
start off 1984, maybe the Board wilt t|ave some second thoughts about hot 
increasing the due^, /Likewise, a ballot so that you can yote for new officers 
is included with this issue. Exercis& ypur franchise and send in your marked 
ballot for the officers of your 

or the next Issue - our 1 00th*»s- quite a 
lished only 6 times each year. We'd 
issue as we can and we'd like to make 
So help us out! 

to pay your dues and to vote . If you are 
planning to attend EAC '84, be , sure to send Bill Weber your registration sheet. 
Now lean back and get comfortable and start reading - you've got a long ways 
to go. 

Happy holidays to me and all. You're the best in the land! Here's to you! 



Be sure to send in 
milestone, considering that P- 
like to get as many names in the 
it the biggest and best issue e\ 
Enough for now. Don't- 


Warren A. Lapp 
Editor and Publisher 
and 

The Staff of PENNY-WISE 


- 290 - 


EAC DIRECTORY 


Warren A. Lapp, M.D 
6505 Newmarket Way 
Raleigh, NC 27609 


1 . 


2 . 


3. 


4. 


5. 


6 . 


All articles, material. Swaps 
& Sales, and advertisements Editor 

for P-W. Deadline: end of 
month preceding next issue 


Information on EAC membership 
Current dues $12. 3rd class mail 
20. 1st class mail 
Name or address changes, submit 
at least 1 mo prior to date 
of next P-W issue 
Lost or incomplete issues of P-W 


Vice 

President 

and 

Membership 

Chairman 


Rod Burress 
9743 Leacrest 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 
(513) 771-0696 
or 

EAC 

P. O. Box 15782 
Cincinnati, Ohio 4521 5 


All materials from non-EAC 
sources relating to EAC or any Historian 
of its members for preservation 
in EAC archives. 


Peter C. Smith 

2424 - 4th St., NE, #12 

Minneapolis, Minn. 55418 


Questions of numismatic nature 
Questions for "Ask John" column 
Information re: advertising rates 

EAC Library - donation of 
material, borrowing, etc. 

All EAC matters not covered 
above - gripes, complaints, 
By-Laws, suggestions, comments, 
general matters, etc. 


T reasurer 

John D. Wright 
1468 Timberlane Drive 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 

Librarian 

Mabel Arm Wright 
1468 Timberlane Drive 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 
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Jeff Oliphant 
9454 Wilshire Blvd. 
Suite 800 
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THE MYSTERY OF ASHBY'S CUT -DOWN LARGE CENT EXPLAINED (PERHAPS) 

Harold M. Hess 

In the September, 1983 issue of PENNY-WISE, John Ashby described and showed 
pictures of a large cent which had been cut-down to about the size of a Lincoln 
penny. Recently, I acquired an 1828 cent which had been similarly cut-down, 
and I herewith offer a tentative explanation - with thanks largely to exonumist 
Steve Tanenbaum, from whom I obtained the piece. 

During the Civil War, there were those in the North who were sympathetic to 
the Confederate cause and who felt that the war between the states should never 
have occurred. These people were known as 'Copperheads', and they proclaimed 
their affiliation by wearing little badges consisting of a Liberty Head. These 
badges were made by various firms such as Bromley & Co. of New York - but there 
were also some enterprising individuals who undercut Bromley's price by cutting 
out the Liberty head from circulated large cents, mounting a pin on the reverse, 
and selling them as 'genuine copperheads' or 'badges of Liberty' for V~> cents 
apiece. 

An even simpler variation was to trim off the outside rim of a large cent 
until the Liberty head dominated the piece - these, too, were legitimate 'copper- 
heads'. If no pin was soldered on the reverse, then the piece was either holed 
for suspension on a ribbon or it was carried as a 'pocket-piece*. The latter, 

I believe, is what John and I have acquired. 

The 'Copperheads' became a faction in the Democratic party during the I 86 I 4 
presidential campaign, at which time the former Union general, George Brinton 
McClellan, was the Democratic candidate running against Abraham Lincoln. As 
it turned out, 'Little Mac' repudiated the 'Copperhead' platform, once the cam- 
paign got underway. Lincoln won the election, of course; the civil war ended 
a year later; and the 'Copperheads', finding their cause a moot one, faded from 
the political scene. Only their badges remain - those curious little cut-down 
coppers which symbolize an obscure footnote to the history of the Civil War. 

•it***--******-#-*# 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: The Editor congratulates Harold for unearthing another obscure 

and little-known use to which large cents were once put. I, too, have in my 
odd-ball collection at least one or more of these cut-down coppers similar to 
those described by John Ashby and Harold Hess, but I was totally ignorant until 
now of the reason why the coins had been so mutilated. 

Interestingly enough, the ENCYCLOPEDIA AMERICANA confirms Harold's story, 
defining 'Copperheads' as a name applied during the Civil War to members of 
the Democratic party in the Northern states who violently opposed the prosecution 
of the war and who held that the Confederacy could never be conquered. These 
so-called 'Copperheads ' were not necessarily in sympathy with the South, but 
they believed that any attempt to coerce those states who were seceding from 
the Union at that time was hopeless and illegal. 

The ENCYCLOPEDIA AMERICANA goes on to say that the name 'Copperheads' was 
generally indicative of a treacherous character and is thought to have been 
derived from the copperhead snake which habitually strikes without warning. 
Another explanation for the term is that the head of Miss Liberty was cut from 
a copper cent and was worn symbolically as a button by the opponents of the war.) 
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C. WYLLYS BETTS AND HIS SPEECH OF *86 
Harry J. Rescigno 

The collector of colonial coins can point to many events which advanced the 
intellectual pursuit of the study of U.S. colonials. One such event was the speech 
given by C. Wyllys Betts before The American Numismatic and Archaeological 
Society (later, the American Numismatic Society) in April, 1886. 

C . Wyllys Betts was a noted American numismatist of the mid- to late 1 9th 
century. An avid collector, Betts also was known as a maker of coin copies or 
fabrications. He claimed to have found some unused Fugio dies at the site of the 
Jarvis mint and he struck the Fugio New Haven Re— strikes from them, although 
it is thought that he probably made these dies, himself. Betts is best known, 
however, for his definitive book on U.S. Celonial Medals (1894), which is still 
the standard reference book for the subject, and, of course, for his speech of 86. 

In that speech, Betts die-linked for the first time some of the coins of 
Connecticut, Vermont, and some lightweight British counterfeit halfpennies of 
George III. Betts was out to prove that these halfpennies were produced in 
America, specifically at the Machin’s Mills mint, and not in Birmingham, England 
as was commonly believed. Betts based his theory on three premises: (1) a 
re-occurrence of the same obverse with various reverses, or vice versa; (2) 
punch linkage of various letters appearing on different coins; and (3) similarity 
of execution in the coins. Betts then pointed our numerous examples of the coins 
to support his theory. 

This speech by Betts began to shed some light on just how extensive the 
coinage of Machin’s Mills really was. Further research would show that over 35 
varieties of counterfeit British halfpence, at least 11 varieties of Vermonts, 30 
or more varieties of Connecticuts, maybe 3 varieties of New Jerseys, and who 
knows w'hat else were produced by Thomas Machin and his partners. 

Perhaps the Machin’s Mills mint is the most interesting to study of all the 
colonial mints. Certainly, the coiners at Machin’s Mills owed much of their fame 
and lore to C. Wyllys Betts and his speech of ’86! 

it:************ 

JOEL W. SPINGARN 1535 Forest Avenue Baldwin, NY 11510 


BOOKS FOR SALE - 


Sheldon - "Penny Whimsy" 

$26. 

Low - "Hard Times Tokens" 

$13. 

Newcomb - "U.S. Copper Cents" 

36. 

Maris - "Coins of NJ" 

12. 

Loring - "Varieties U.S. L/C 

26. 

HCMiller - "State Coinage of CT" 

12. 

Kessler - "The Fugio Cents" 

15. 

P. Nelson - "Coinage of Wm. Wood" 

5. 

Cohen - "Amer . Half Cents " 2nd ed . 26 . 

Newman - "Coins of Colonial VA" 

12. 

E. Adams - "U.S. Store Cards" 

10. 

H . Ryder - "Colonial Coins of VT" 

8. 

Durst - "EAC Anthology" 

32. 

H . Ryder - "Copper Coins of Mass . " 

4. 

Durst - "Comprehensive Guide to 
Amer. Colonial Coinage" 

14. 

50 



Shipping charge - $2. for 1st book, 504: for each additional book, sent UPS. 
Please supply address - no Box No. 
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OBSERVATIONS OF A CONNECTICUT YANKEE 


John G„ Fettinger 


There is an undeniable charm about early American copper and our 
attraction to it makes us custodians of history. The different types, 
the primitive worksmanship, the errors, etc. are indicative of the 
problems, the policies and the conflicts of a newly emerging nation. 
Although we may enjoy collecting these lovely specimens of Americana, 
in a larger sense we preserve them for generations yet unborn. 

It is therefore most regrettable that a consequence of the recent 
gold and silver sell off was the exodus of children from the coin shops. 
Others may lament the loss of antiques and heirlooms to the melting pot, 
but I feel the departure of children from coin collecting was by far 
the greater loss. During those days when most dealers were beseiged by 
endless lines, constant bargaining, long hours and fatigue, children 
were often crowded out, priced out and even locked out of coin shops. 

It is little wonder that they became discouraged and turned to other 
areas of interest. Today the long lines in coin shops are gone, but 
unfortunately so are the children. 

But if children are no longer interested in collecting coins, where 
shall we find a comparable source of vitality or enthusiasm so necessary 
for any area of human endeavor? Without children, coin collecting loses 
a certain sparkle that made it more pleasurable for all. Indeed, if not 
children, who will become the serious collectors of tomorrow? Immediate 
measures must be adopted to stimulate young collector interest and to 
encourage their long term participation or we shall find ourselves very 
alone at the end of the road. 

Those of us who have a special collecting interest such as colonials, 
half cents or large cents must make a serious effort to share this 
knowledge with children. No matter how modest budgets may be, children 
should be encouraged to assemble date sets, type sets, collect errors, 
etc. You may even wish to share your duplicates to get them started. 

Low grade specimens that have little or no dealer value could be 
donated to coin clubs for sale to children. Why not invite children into 
your home to discuss coins on a regular basis? Have a treasure hunt with 
buried coins indicated at various locations on a map or take them on a 
field trip with a metal detector. Volunteer to speak on your area of 
interest at your next meeting but most important of all, bring a child. 

EAC regional groups and local coin clubs offer a special opportunity 
to encourage children. While most of these organizations have junior 
memberships, special children activities should become a regular part of 
all meetings. Films, slides, exhibits, drawings and prizes geared to 
their level can do much to stimulate interest. A special comer or table 
should be set aside for children and this should be staffed by a know- 
ledgeable member. Assistance should be provided to resolve grading 
problems, help with attributation and answer questions. Coins donated 
by members and dealers should be available to children at nominal prices. 
If the kids have a good time at your next meeting, you can be sure that 
it will be an enjoyable experience for everyone. 
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Although most of the scrap metal dealers who operated with such 
calculated purpose during those "fast buck" days have departed from the 
scene, the impact of their indifference toward children lingers on. 

Admittedly, a few of the kids who come into coin shops today can be 
characterized as "little sharpies" but these are the survivors of some 
very rough treatment. Before dealers can expect any change in the. 
attitude of these children or of those they wish to interest in coin 
collecting, they had better be prepared to invest some serious time and 
effort to make it happen. Children of today are much more sophisticated. 

They have a greater knowledge about coins and they recognize value. 

Dealing with these children may be much more challenging than it used to 
be, but it should also be noted that they have more money to spend. 

Many of my dealer friends have always been interested in children 
and should be complimented for their patience and courtesy. They attempt 
to make each sale a learning experience for the young collector. Unwise 
purchases are usually discouraged and friendly advice is routine procedure. 

Some even invite groups of school children on field trips to their shops. 
Children are shown how and what may be collected. Questions are encouraged 
and a simple but factual response is provided for all. Events and. 
personalities of history are often related to coins on display, (i.e. 

Ben Franklin designed this Fugio Cent or this is a piece of eight 
recovered from a sunken Spannish treasure ship 0 ) Such interesting and 
considerate treatment makes a strong impression on young minds. Hopefully, 
these will become the serious collectors of tomorrow. 

Thus, each of us has an important stewardship role to play. As the 
owner of coins presently in our possession, we have a responsibility not 
only to see that they are adequately protected and preserved, but also 
that they will be passed on to someone with the same degree of affection 
and respect as our own. If we wish to be true custodians of our heritage, 
we must insure its survival in today's children. 

************* 

In a letter which accompanied the above article, John Fettinger wrote: 

"I really feel very strongly about the need to encourage young collectors. 
While this may seem to be a departure from my usual offering for publication 
i n p_w, children have always been very important to me. I do hope that this 
article my stimulate some interest in a greater involvement of children in 
EAC activities . " 

************* 

ROD BURRESS 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 

FOR SALE: - Cotton-lined envelopes $1 2.50 per hundred, postpaid. 

Fit inside 2x2 standard coin envelopes. 

Send SASE for sample . 

************* 
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William Dovle 

GAJ J.HKIHS ' 


will sell at Unreserved Public Auction 
Thursday December 15 and Friday December 16 at 10 a.m. each day 
The Loye L. Lauder Collection of United States and US. Colonial Coins 


EXHIBITION 

Saturday, December 10 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Sunday, December 1 1 
noon-5 p.m. 
Monday, December 12 
10 a.m. -7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 13 
10 a.m. -5 p.m. 
or by appointment 


HIGHLIGHTS 

UNITED STATES 
HALF CENTS 

1793 (C. 2), Fine. 

1796, no pole (C.l). Nearly Fine. 

1796, pole (C.2), Good. 

1802, reverse of 1800 (C.l). 
Good/Very Good. 

1806, large 6 (C. 4) Uncirculated. 

1809, inner circle (C. 4). 
Uncirculated. 

1810 (C. 1). Uncirculated. 

1811, restrike “proof’. 

1825, 1826, 1828, 1829, 

1832, 1833, and 1835. 
Uncirculated. 

1831 original. Extremely Fine. 

1831 restrike Proof, 
reverse of 1836. 

1834 and 1835 Proofs. 

1836 original Proof. 

1836 restrike Proof (original dies). 

1840-1849 original and 
restrike proofs. 

1852, large berries Proof. 

1852, small berries Proof, 
reverse D (first restrike). 


UNITED STATES LARGE CENTS 


1793, Chain Ameri. (S. 1 ). Very Fine. 


1793, Chain America (S. 2 ). Good Fine. 

1793, Chain America, periods (S. 4 ), Very Fine. 
1793, Wreath, vine and bars edge (S. 6). Very Fine. 


1793, Wreath, lettered edge, double leaf, (S. lib). 
Extremely Fine. 


1795, Plain edge (S 76b). Uncirculated. 


1796, L1HERTY (S. 104). Extremely Fine. 


1798, 8 over 7 (S. 152). Extremely Fine. 

1799, 99 over 98 (S. 188). Fine. 


1793, Wreath, lettered edge, single leaf (S. 11c). Choice, 
Extremely Fine. 


1804, broken dies (S. 26b). Very Fine. 

1807, 7 over 6, small date (S. 272). Very Fine. 

1809, (S. 280). Extremely Fine. 

1810, 10 over 09 (S. 281), cleaned. Uncirculated. 


1795, Lettered edge (S. 75). Choice Uncirculated. 


1854, 1855, and 1856 Proofs. 


Total of 186 large cents; from 1811 through 1857, 
54 are Uncirculated and many About Uncirculated. 

Six pattern large cents. 

The catalogue is available now for $7. 00 post paid to EAC members. Please send catalogue requests to Ms. Abigail Eurey. 


A 10% Buyers Premium will be added to the hammer price on each lot. 

TERMS OF SALE: 25% deposit will be required from non -established accounts. Payments must be in cash, or by bank or certified check. 

175 East 87th Street • New York, New York 10128 ‘Telephone (212) 427-2730 
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The article which follows was written in January, 1983 but it wasn't sub- 
mitted to P-W until August, arriving on the day of the deadline. Because some 
clarification was needed, the article was held up until this issue. In providing 
the additional information, the author wrote as follows: 

"I'm sorry that I took so long from the time I wrote the article until I sent it 
to you and I'm sorry that it was so cryptic. But I do feel that the article speaks 
for itself as to how I came up with the grades listed therein and why anyone would 
want to know how Dr. Sheldon graded cents. I am convinced that Denis Loring, 
Walter Breen, Ted Naftzger, or Dr. Sheldon could have done this years ago and 
then there would have been no uncertainties. As Roger Cohen once said: 'Now 

I've stuck my neck out! ", What I, Frank Wilkinson, want is the truth to be 
known as widely as possible, and I think that this may add some truth in grading." 

HOW DR. SHELDON PROBABLY GRADED CENTS 

Frank Wilkinson 

For the past two years, I wondered if it was possible to reconstruct Dr. 
Sheldon's grading system using the text and plates of PENNY WHIMSY. The 
result of such an effort would be that anyone who owns a copy of PENNY WHIMSY 
would have a photographic guide of how Dr. Sheldon graded coins. I've always 
thought that such a guide would be nice since Dr. Sheldon's name is associated, 
either rightly or wrongly, with the currently accepted grading scale and we would 
be able to discuss discrepancies between Dr. Sheldon's standards and those 
practiced now. 

It would be simple to establish the scale if there were varieties which were 
(a) unique and (b) the obverse and/or reverse was used only in that marriage. 

Few such examples exist, but there are several examples in which a rare variety 
has one specimen that is very significantly better than any of the others. An 
example of this is the S-37 with a Condition Census of 50-15-15-7-6-4. The coin 
plated for the S-37 in PENNY WHIMSY is a whale of a lot better than a 15; and 
since Obverse 1 6 was used only for the S-37, that obverse grades AU50. I used 
similar logic for the rest of the list. (I am also assuming in some cases that the 
grading skills which I learned from my fellow EACers is not too far off.) 

I am listing only the grades of the obverses of these coins. It's unfortunate 
but true that most people only grade the obverse unless the reverse is 
significantly different. My other assumptions are that the color and surfaces of 
the coin are all right and that the tnplated reverse is not mutilated. 

The "photographic grading guide" is as follows: 


Liberty Cap cents Draped Bust cents 


AU55 

S-88 

AU50 or 55 

S-272 

AU50 

S-37 

EF40 

S-204 

EF45 

S-73 

VF35 

S-1 88 and 1797 NC5 

EF40 

S-1 7a 

VF30 

S-1 27 

VF35 

S-80 

VF20 

S-1 56 

VF30 or 35 

S-66 

FI 5 

S-1 17, also 1 797 NC4 

VF25 

S-52 


which shows how severely 
Dr. Sheldon subtracted 
for defects. Also S-1 98. 
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FI 5 1 795 NCI - 

VG1 0 

1798 NCI and 1800 NC2 . 

by sharpness alone . 


I would grade the 

Because of its color 


1 800 NC2 higher, but 

and surfaces, this coin 


it may have unseen 

was re-graded to 30 


problems . 

when Dr . Sheldon 

VG8 

1 800 NCI - same com- 

acquired it . 


ments as 1800 NC2. 

VG8 1794 NC3 

G6 

1800 NC4 

VG1 0 S-79, 

Fr2 

1 797 NCI - same com- 

assuming that this 


ments as 1800 NC2. 

is the ANS coin. 



If not, it is an 8 . 




I would be pleased to receive any comments about this article. Please write 
me at Owen Hall, Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan 48825. 

FURTHER THOUGHTS ON GRADING 
Jack P. Cunningham, Jr. 

In the September issue of PENNY-WISE, Ron Janowsky discussed the practice 
of lowering the numerical grade of a coin because of some impairment such as 
edge dings or discoloration. I disagree with this practice. While to some I may 
appear to be splitting hairs, when it comes to the ANA grading scale I am a 
'strict constructionist'. 

My point is that a coin which is graded VF20 from a standpoint of wear is 
still VF20 despite being very porous and having a rim ding. Changing the grade 
of such a coin to FI 2 because of the defects misses the point and is very mis- 
leading. Defects such as porosity, scratches, rim dings, etc. drop by value 
of a coin, not the grade . A problem-free FI 2 coin and an impaired VF20 coin 
may command the same price, yet the FI 2 coin is much more desirable in 
appearance. When the grade of any coin drops 5 points on the grading scale due 
to a particular problem affecting only that coin, what really happens is that the 
value of that coin is lowered. 

The only time that the numerical grade of a coin may be lowered as the 
result of some impairment other than wear is in the MS 60-70 and the Proof 
60-70 ranges. The grading numbers of 1 to 59 describe the amount of wear to 
a coin and nothing more. An unworn Proof with a hole in the planchet is not 
graded XF40 or VF20 even though it may be priced as G4! 

Thanks for letting me get this off my chest! 

************* 

JEFF ROCK 1 0358 Buena Vista Avenue Santee, CA 92071 

WANTED: Machin's Mill imitation half-pence ( "Bungtowns" ) and 

Connecticut cents in nice, problem-free conditions. 

Am also interested in purchasing books related to Colonials, 
half cents, and large cents. Does anyone have an 
original set of PENNY-WISE for sale? 

************* 
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A SUGGESTION FOR GRADING COINS WITH DEFECTS 

Herbert J. Rosen 

The term 'grade' in numismatics has been defined historically as 'the con- 
dition or state of wear of a cent'. Unfortunately, based on this approach, one 
has no means of knowing whether a VG-graded coin is truly a VG coin without 
any defects or whether it actually is a higher grade coin which has been down- 
graded to VG because it has been damaged previously or has other physical 
defects . 

To a collector, such ambiguity represents a serious weakness in our 
customary grading system. Furthermore, for far too many years, this 
ambiguity often has been the cause of needless disagreements and bad feelings 
between otherwise well-meaning fellow numismatists. And there is no need for 
such confusion. The degree of normal wear through circulation is clearly a 
separate and distinct entity from physical impairments of a coin due to other 
causes . 

Consequently, I would humbly suggest that we modify our grading system of 
coins in a way which would separate these two distinct parameters. I'm sure 
that there is no question that such a move generally would prove constructive and 
would be beneficial to the continuing progress of our hobby. 

Toward this objective, I would recommend that the following changes in our 
current grading system be made: 

1 . That we confine the term 'grade' solely and specifically to the degree of 
normal wear through circulation of the coin (basically, the overall homogenous 
friction and abrasion due to normal handling of the coin in circulation). 

2. That we continue to use the present grading system symbols or descriptive 
terms in their time-honored way (from P for Poor to Gem Unc.) - and, if we 
prefer, to continue to use also the numerical grading system from 1 to 70, 
provided that we no longer permit specific non-circulation defects to alter the 
determination of its circulation grade. (A bonus benefit from this could be, 
hopefully, an end to the bickering between such grades as Unc6l and Unc62 or 
Unc64 and Unc65, etc., for instance.) 

3. That we henceforth lump all other physical defects present in a coin (other 
than those due to normal frictional wear within its designated grade) under the 
term ’Condition'. Those defects would include all those physical features of a 
coin which tend to detract from its overall collector-desirability and which tend 
to fall into one or more of three fundamental categories: 

a. planchet defects (e.g. porosity) 

b. strike defects (e.g. flat strike) 

c. physical damages (e.g. cleaned coin, scratches, holed 

coin, etc.) 

4. That following our 'grade' designation we add a slash to be followed by a 
'C' (referring to the 'Condition') and that after the C we add a numerical figure 
representing the net percentage price valuation of the coin within its designated 
grade after deducting an appropriate percentage to compensate for the damage or 
whatever defects are present. Thus, for example, an XF coin with a serious 
defect which you believe would lower its value by 60 per cent would be described 
as an XF/C40 coin rather than, perhaps, simply as a VG coin. Thus, the pro- 
spective buyer would know immediately that the coin is an XF coin with serious 
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damages, and not a defect-free VG specimen (which under this new system would 
be described as VG/C100). 

Naturally, if one wishes, he can further amplify his description by incoi — 
porating explanatory keywords in parentheses following the C-classification . 

For instance , an XF coin devalued 60 per cent by scratches can be described as 
XF/C40 (scratches) . 

I believe that we have reached the point in the development of our numismatic 
hobby where changes such as I have outlined above are due, and where they can 
add considerably to its further development. 


The following persons have applied for membership in EAC since the last 
issue of P-W . Provided that no adverse comments on any particular individual 
are received by the membership committee before the January issue of P-W, 
all will be declared elected to full membership at that time. Chairman of the 
membership committee is Rod Burress, 9743 Leacrest, Cincinnati, Ohio, 


************* 


NEW CANDIDATES FOR EAC MEMBERSHIP 


45215 


Member Number 


Burkey, Dennis 
Archer, Robert 
Willis, Larry 
Greenfield, Grahame 
Fuld, Dr. George 
Downey, Sheridan III 
Creevey, James Edward 
Lacariere, Vince 
Fiore, M. A. 

Frost, Fred 
Sardella, David 
Sloin, Marvin 
Ruttenberg, Gary M. 
Wade, John F. 

Leonard, Richard W. 
Marek, James 
Buck, Gilbert D. 

Silva, Joe 
Boutin, Roger A. 
Majoros, Jim 
Kwintiuk, Andrew 
Halliday, Roland 
Desanctic, Riccardo 
Hyland, Thomas 
Dimattia, Dom 
Pryor, John D. 

Fischer, Ron 
Morton , John C . 
Spieckerman, Stephen 
Miller, Ronald L. 
Reinstate 

Bullowa, Catherine E. 


Williamsburg, VA 
New York, NY 
Campbellsville , KY 
Seal Beach, CA 
San Francisco, CA 
Oakland, CA 
Philadelphia, PA 
Fremont, CA 
Harrison, NY 
Everett, WA 
Charleston, IL 
Columbus, OH 
Santa Monica, CA 
Greensboro, NC 
Hillsdale, NJ 
Dallas, TX 
Las Vegas, NV 
Danville, CA 
Biddeford, ME 
Brick, NJ 
Hanover Park, IL 
Bear Lake, MI 
Marathon, FL 
Sussex, NJ 
Clairton, PA 
Hunt Valley, MD 
Ontario, CA 
Niceville, FL 
Waukesha, WI 
Fremont, CA 


Philadelphia, PA 


0130 


1 971 
1 972 
1 973 
1 974 
1 975 
1 976 
1 977 
1 978 
1 979 
1 980 
1 981 
1 982 
1 983 
1 984 
1 985 
1 986 
1 987 
1 988 
1 989 
1 990 
1991 
1 992 
1 993 
1 994 
1 995 
1 996 
1 997 
1998 
1 999 
2000 
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In the September 17 issue of NUMISMATIC NEWS (Vol. 31 , No. 38, pp 10, 

1 1 , 43) was an interesting interview of Jack Beymer by Paul M. Green. EACers 
might be interested in the following profile of Jack which was compiled from the 
information recorded in the interview. Our thanks to NUMISMATIC NEWS and 
to Paul M. Green for being so perceptive. 

PROFILE OF JACK BEYMER 

Before he became a full-time coin dealer, EACer Jack Beymer worked for 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture , inspecting the processing of fruits and 
vegetables as to quality and setting up quality standards for the government's use. 
One year during a slack season. Jack got interested in coins when he observed 
another worker sorting through some Lincoln cents, looking for rarities which he 
could sell at a profit. Jack pitched in and helped him, got bitten by the bug, and 
soon he was working with a coin dealer, getting experience in grading coins, and 
learning about the coin business from the inside. Since 1962 or 1 963, Jack has 
been dealing in coins; and in 1964, he was the bourse chairman of a coin show. 

Besides being a full-time coin dealer. Jack collects commemorative half 
dollars in the choicest conditions he can obtain and he's working on a collection 
of uncirculated half cents. The latter is a fairly complete set, and these days 
he rarely adds to his collection since there are so few half cents offered which 
are of any better quality than he already has. One of his most recent purchases 
was the XF 1 796 half cent in the Garrett sale which he bought for $14,000. 

************* 

ATTENTION! COLLECTORS OF COUNTERSTAMPED COINS 

Dr. Gregory G. Brunk, author of "World Countermarks on Medieval and 
Modern Coins" (1976), currently is revising his work and will soon be issuing a 
new 2nd edition. At present, he is seeking new listings from private collectors 
and photographs of certain counterstamps for which he will make all the arrange- 
ments . 

EACers can help in the revision by supplying Dr. Brunk with a listing of any 
countermarked coins which they have in their collections. All information will be 
held in the strictest confidence , and credit will be given. 

You can contact Dr. Brunk directly at P.O. Drawer AT , University, 

Alabama 35486 or through EACer Rich Hartzog, c/o World Exonumia, P.O. 

Box 4143, Rockford, 111. 61110-0643. Rich is assisting Dr. Brunk in finalizing 

the revision. Your help will be appreciated. 

************* 


WANTED 

U.S. Tokens and Medals Half Cents 

Type Coins Large Cents 

Colonials Commemoratives 

CHARLES E. KIRTLEY 

P.O. Box 2273 Elizabeth City, NC 27909 

Phone: (919) 338-2403 evenings 


************* 
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AMERICAN HALF CENTS 
- second edition - 


The Little Half Sisters 
by ROGER S. COHEN, JR. 

Certified Public Accountant 
Historian 

Collector of Half Cents for 35 Years 

The definitive text on Half Cents for both the beginner and the advanced 
collector. Now rewritten to reflect the additional information studied and 
collected over the past 10 years. 

FEATURING 

- the widely accepted numbering system for Variety identification. Each 
obverse - reverse illustrated by enlarged photos, all of which sire 
condition census coins. More DIE STATE photos. 

- Condition Census for all Varieties 

- Rarity has been re-evaluated to reflect latest information 

- All new sections 


- Proofs - photos - legends of each - a surprising new approach to proofs 
Priced at $35.00 


"The History of Half Cent Collecting" 
"The Art of Acquiring Half Cents" 


AVAILABLE FROM MOST BOOK DEALERS 


or 


THE EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR 


Harry Edelman 
111-37 Lefferts Blvd. 

P . O . Box 1 40 

South Ozone Park, NY 11420 


and 


Scott- Edelman Supply Co 

631 S . Palm 

UNITC 

La Habra, CA 90631 
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KNOWN PUBLIC OFFERINGS OF S-48 STARRED REVERSE 

Pete Smith 

In 1982 , Bowers and Ruddy produced the catalog of the John Adams collection of 
1794 cents. Featured in the catalog v/ere photographs of the. Adams S-48 
enlarged six times. Something in these pictures aroused my interest and 
started me on this current research project. 

I am attempting to do three things. First, I have tried to identify every 
known public offering of the S-48. This list is included later in this 
article. Second, I am attempting to identify every known specimen of the S-48 
and to document identifying marks on each piece. My current count includes 35 
specimens with a couple more possible in old estates. Third, I will attempt to 
match the public sales with private transactions and produce a list of 
pedigrees for each piece. 

The list shows 119 public offerings over a period of 103 years. At least 16. 
are repeat offerings. When a coin reappears within a year or two, it is obvios 
that it was purchased by a speculator or dealer for resale. Considerably fewer 
than 100 of these sales have been to collectors. 

This type of research has been done for many of the extreme rarities such as 
the well known 1804 dollar and the Brasher Doubloon. I am not aware of any 
similar studies where there are 35 known specimens. 

I am sure that my research is incomplete. I have partial information on some 
sales that I have not teen able to confirm. Instead of waiting until I knew 
everything (Never) I intend to publish what I have and ask for help. I would 
appreciate any information on sales that I have missed, on prices realized, on 
known prior owners, and on the buyers. In the past year I have talked to the 
owners of 14 specimens. I would like to hear fron any other current owners. 

I want to thank Dick Punchard who has pjrobably put as many hours into this 
project as I have. I also want to thank John Adams, Del Bland, Denis Loring, 
and Scott Ruben who reviewed ray preliminary lists and provided additions, 
corrections and encouragement. 

The format of the following list should be easy to figure out if you are 
familiar with auction catalogs. It goes like this: 

1. The name of the auction company. 

2. The name of the sale. If the owner is known and not named in the title 
of the sale, it is shown in parenthesis. 

3. The date of the sale or catalog. 

4. The Lot number. 

5. Condition described. Note that descriptions and grading standards have 
changed over the past 103 years. 

6. Indication if the coin is shown in a photo. (Plate) 

7. Price Realized. 

I realize that the list alone is probably not very interesting reading. I 
feel, however, that it does provide an important basis for future research. 

Once something is published and made public, others can build rraa that 
foundation and produce even better listings. 
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KNOWN PUBLIC OFFERINGS OP S- 48 STARRED REVERSE 

S. H. & H Chapman; Samual A. Bispham; Feb 11-12, 1880; L162; Fine; 34.25 
John W. Easel tine; United States and Foreign Coins; June 24-25, 1880; L753; 
Very Fair/Poor; $2.50 

E. L. Mason and Company; Smith Cabinet No 1; Oct 5-7, 1880; L464; Good; $23.00 
W. Elliot Woodward; 32nd Haines; Oct 13-16, 1880; L230; Fine; $4.50 
S. K. Harzfeld; 15th J. Colvin Randall (J. C. Roach); Nov 26-27, 1880; L430; 
$19.50 

John W. Hazel tine ; Coins, Medals, Fractional Currency; Mar 16-18, 1881; L771; 
Very Fine; $21.00 

W. Elliot Woodward; John E. Burton; Oct 26, 1881; L138; Abt Fine/Vry Gd; $28.00 

H. G. Sampson; Frothingham; May 29, 1883; L65 

Ed Frossard; Frossard Collection; Oct 2-3, 1884; L856; Plate 

S. H. and PI. Chapman; Nicholas Retry Esq.; May 10, 1893; L614; Good/Worn 

Chas Steigerwalt; Fixed Price List 39; June 1893; Very Fair; $5.00 

S. H. and H. Chapman; C. T. Whitmans; Aug 10-11, 1893; L826; Fine; $50.00 

S. PI. and PI. Chapman; Richard B. Winsor; Dec 16-17, 1895; L828; Very Good; 

Plate; $50.00 

Ed Frossard; 145th Frank L. Bowman Esq; Apr 20-21, 1897; L418; Very Fair; $5.10 
S. H. and PI. Chapman; William R. Weeks Esc. and Augustus Humbert; May 1-2, 1902; 
L479; Fair/Poor 

Chas Steigerwalt; Fixed Price List 63; 1903; Very Fair/Poor; $7.50 
Chas Steigerwalt; Fhelps-PIays Set; Oct 1903; $450.00 (Set) 

G. C. Adams; XI Sale; July 16, 1904; L407 

G. C. Adams; Sale #19 Joseph. A. Temple; Apr 29, 1905; L227 

Lyman H. Low; Hays-Phelps Collectn of 1794 Cents; Mar 7, 1907; LB; Fine; $15.00 

Henry Chapman; F. D. Taylor; June 17-18, 1908; L18; Good; Plate 

Henry Chapman; 1908 ANA Sale; Sept 30, 1908; L474; Good 

Thomas L. Elder; 32nd E. Gilbert Esq; July 9, 1909; L8; Good; $20.50 

Henry Chapman; Harmer, Blair, Heaton; Mar 25-26, 1910; L871; Fair/Very Poor 

Henry Chapman; w. B. Guy, Esq.; Plov 3-4, 1911; 1.359; Good 

Henry Chapman; W. E. Guy, Esq.; Nov 3-4, 1911; L360 Fair 

Thomas L. Elder; 61st E. Gilbert; Apr 12, 1912; L201; Very Fair 

S. K. Chapman; Gable; May 27, 1914; L1253; Good/Very Poor; $10.00 

United States Coin Company Inc. ; Prominant American (William H. Woodin) ; May 

19-21, 1915; L90; Good; $15.50 

Thomas L. Elder; Henry C Miller; Apr 13-14, 1917; L660; Very Fine; $92.50 
Henry Chapman; Johnson, Swayze and Spaeth (Allison W. Jackman); July 10, 1919; 
L190; Very Good 

Henry Chapman; Reimers, Jenkins, Preston, Bardeen; July 25, 1922; L1482; 
Fair/Very Poor 

Thomas L. Elder; Lyman Haynes Low, Esc; May 1-3, 1924; L1809; Poor/Good 
Henry Chapnan; King, Gillette, French; Dec 19, 1927; L493 
Thomas L. Elder; Riggs, Guttag, Fash; Aug 27, 1929 L1408; Poor 
B. Max Mehl; French FPL; 1929; L29 Very Fine; $150.00 

B. Max Mehl; Auction Sale LXXXI (Foster Lardner); June 24, 1930; L12; Very 
Good/Good; $105.00 

Thonas L. Elder; De Haven and Others; Apr 5, 1934; L1619 Good 

Tharas L. Elder; Brevoort and Others; June 19-22, 1934; L2033; Good/Fair 

M. II. Bolender ; 95th J. Robson Smith; Feb 23, 1935; L38; Fair/Poor 

Thomas L. Elder; John K Borcky, Esq; Jun 19-21, 1935; L439; Very Good; $25.00 

J. C. Morqenthau and Co.; Sale 378 Ceo A. Gillett, L. J. Troy and others; June 

9, 1937; LI 3; Poor; $1.10 

Tharas L. Elder; General KcC Reeve and others; Nov 5-6, 1937; L683; Good/Fair; 

J. C. Morqenthau and Co.; Sale 388 Jascha Heifitz and others; Mar 15-16, 1938; 
L392; Good/Fair; $5.25 
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B. Max Mehl; 91st Samuel H. Me Vitty? Mar 2.2, 1938; L1532; Abt Gd/Fair; $31.00 
Barney Bluestone; 40th Mail Bids Only; July 9, 1938; L223; Good 
Barney Bluestone; 41st; Oct 7-8, 1938; L1253; Good/Fair; $5.55 
Stack's; Otero-Rattenberg-Cibulski (W. H. Sheldon); Oct 15-21, 1938; L283; 

Pine* $55*00 

Stack's; Otero-Rattenberg-Cibulski ( 17 . fl. Sheldon); Oct 15-21, 1938; L284; 

Good; $21.00 . 

Barney Bluestone; 42nd; Jan 13-14, 1939; L981: Poor (In lot with 1795 D69) 

Barney Bluestone; Fixed Price List; 1940; L444; Fine; $95.00 

Barney Bluestone; Fixed Price List; 1941; L40; Fair/Poor; $4.95 

Barney Bluestone; 76th Sale; Apr 29, 1943; L1657; Fine/Very Good 

Barney Bluestone; Fixed Price List; Nov 1943; L238; Fine A/ er Y Good; $95.00 

Numismatic Gallery; Oscar J. Pearl FPL; 1944; L23; Very Fine; Plated; 5135.00 

J. C. Morgenthau & Co.; Sale 458 (Howard R. Newcomb); Feb 7-8, 1945; L24; 

Fine/Very Good; $52.00 . 

Barney Bluestone; 87th; Apr 27, 1945; L656; Very Good/ Very Fair; $43.00 
Barney Bluestone; 88th J. P. Young Coll; July 7, 1945; L656; Very Fine; $48.00 
Sheraton Coin Co.; Fixed Price List; 1947; Fine; $200 
Sheraton Coin Co.; Fixed Price List; 1947; Very Fine; $300 

B. Max Mehl; Sale 110 Will W. Neil; June 17, 1947; L1818; V Fine/Rough; $82.50 
Numismatic Gallery; 1947 ALIA (Sheraton); Aug 23-27, 1947; L783; Fine; $95.00 
Barney Bluestone; 100th Wurtzbach; Feb 28, 1948; L421; Fine 
New Netherlands; 30th AILS Duplicates; May 20, 1950; L369; Good 5; $19.50 ^ 
Numismatic Gallery; Cat 68 (Charles Williams); Nov 14, 1950; L53; V G 8; $16.00 
New Netherlands; 33rd D. C. Wismer; Apr 13, 1950; L562; Good/Very Fair; $21.00 
New Netherlands; 34th D. C. Wismer Part II (Hall-Brand); Oct 5, 1950; L579; 

Very Fine; $225.00 

New Netherlands; 1952 ANA (Donning) ; Aug 16-21, 1952; L1644; V G/Worn; $26.00 
L. J. Riggs; 28th Sale; Mar 27, 1954; L641; Very Good/) torn 
Roll inbeck-Kagin ; Nevada Sale; Aug 7, 1954; L12; Very Fine 
Stack's; Amderson Dupont; Sept 24-25, 1954; L71; Very Good; Plate; $70.00 
Associated Coin Auctions; Thomas P. Warfield; Oct 28-29, 1955; L173; Very 
Good/Good; $45.00 

Stack's; Philip G. Straus; Nay 1-3, 1959; L128; Very Good; $105.00 

Stack's; Milton A. Holmes; Oct 5-8, 1960; L1377; Fine/VG; $320.00 

A. Kosoff; Edward H. Schwartz; Oct 11-12, 1961; L54; Very Good 8; $115.00 

Mayflower; Choice United States (Thurlow) ; Dec 8-9, 1967; L105; VF20; $1050.00 

Rare Coin Company of America; Saslow; Jan 18, 1969; L65; Plate; $400.00 

Rare Coin Company of America; 1971 Central States (Frank H. Masters) ; May 14-15, 

1971; L64; Plate; $1600.00 . . 

Bowers and Ruddy; Rare Coin Review 14; April-Hay 1972; About Fine /AG; v 7^5.00 
Spink and Son; Fixed Price List; 1972; Extra Fine 

Stack's; S. S. Forrest Jr.; Sept 15-16, 1972; L662; XF45; Plate; $15,000.00 
Rare Coin Company of America; 1973 FUN; Jan 4, 1973; L1110; Plate; $675.00 
Paramount; 1973 Grand Central; Nov 8-11, 1973; Fine 12; Plate; $1500.00 
Hew Netherlands ; R. E. Naftzger Jr;Nov 14—15, 1973; 1368; VF2.5; Plate; -?4000.00 
Bowers and Ruddy; Rare Coin Review 19; Jem 1974; Good4/AG3; Plate; $1495.00 
Superior; Charles L. Ruby 1; Feb 11-13, 1974; L377; Good6A r C8 ; Plate; $2900.00 
Bowers and Ruddy; Rare Coin Review 20; May 1974; Good4/AG3; Plate; $1495.00 

Bowers and Ruddy; Rare Coin Review 20; Nay 1974; Very Fine; Plate; $9750.00 

Bowers and Ruddy; Austin Col; Hay 31-June 1, 1974; VG/AG; L233; Plate; A.100.00 
Bowers and Ruddy; Rare Coin Review 21; Sept 1974; Good4/AG3; Plate; ;?14»9 j .00 

Bowers and Ruddy; Rare Coin Review 21; Sept 1974; Very Fine; Plate; o97_’0.00 

Superior; Charles L. Ruby 3; Feb 10-12, 19/5; L45; Gooa6/Fair; Plate; •.-d.-iOO.*. 
Pine Tree; 1975 EAC Auction; Feb 15, 1975; L627; VG8; Plate; $2500.00 
Pine Tree; 1975 EAC Auction; Feb 15, 1975; L628; Fine/VG; Plate; $1300.00 
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Bowers and Ruddy; Rare Coin Review 22? Spring 1975; Very Fine; Plate; $9750.00 
Stack's; Robert J. Kissner; Jun 27-28, 1975;~L247; VG7/Good 5; Plate? $1000.00 
Bcwers and Ruddy ; Rare Coin Review 23; Summer 1975; Very Fine; Plate; $9750.00 

Ewers and Ruddy; Rare Coin Review 24; Autumn 1975; Very Fine; Plate; $9750.00 

Cape Kennedy Medals; Tom nor ley; Dec 20, 1975; L42; Fine/VC; Plate; $650.00 
Superior; Fred Neggen (17. E. Florence); Feb 16-18, 1976; L1373; Good6/Fair2; 
Plate; $900.00 

Ewers and Ruddy? D. C. Montgomery Jr.; Feb 20-2.2, 1976; LI 061; F-VF; $2650.00 
Ewers and Ruddy; Rare Coin Review 25; Spring 1976; F-VF? Plate; $4900.00 

Bwers and Ruddy; Rare Coin Review 26; Summer 1976; F-VF; Plate; $3500.00 

Bwers and Ruddy; Dr. Edward B. Willing; June 24-25, 1976; L821; Fine; $2500.00 
Superior; Mount Vernon; Nov 15-18, 1976; L45; Very Good/Good; Plate; $1300.00 
Bwers and Rudely; Rare Coin Review 27; Winter 1976; F-VF; Plate; $2950.00 

Bwers and Ruddy; Rare Coin Review 27; Winter 1976; Fine/Good; $2250.00 

Bwers and Ruddy; Rare Coin Review 28; Spring 1977; F-VF; Plate; $2750.00 

Bwers and Ruddy; Rare Coin Review 29; Summer 1977; F-VF; Plate; $2750.00 

Bwers and Ruddy; Rare Coin Review 29; Summer 1977; Fine/Good; $2095.00 
Bwers and Ruddy; Roy Harte; Nov 16, 1977; L2075; Fine 15? Plate; $1300 
Bwers and Ruddy; Rov Harte; Nov 16, 1977; L2076; Very Good 8; Flate; $1100 
Pine Tree; 1979 FUN;\lan 5, 1979; L138; Good /EG; Plate; $660.00 
Superior; Northwood Spear; Oct 22-24, 1979; L58? About Good 3; Plate; $1500.00 
Bwers and Rudely; Garrett Coll.; Nov 28-29, 1979; L67; VF30; Plate; $14,000 
Stack's; United States; Dec 11, 1980; L484; Good/Fair; Plate; $1500.00 
Bwers and Ruddy; John N. Adams FPL,; 1982; L43; XF40; Plate; $50,000.00 
Stack's; Robison Collection; Feb 10, 1982? L408? VF25; Plate; $20,000.00 
Stack's; United States; Mar 10, 1982; L604; Good/Fair; Plate; $3000.00 

JOHN ASHBY WANTS TO KNOW! 

When he submitted his article on "Looking At Large Cent Errors - Part 1 2" 
for this issue of PENNY-WISE, John Ashby questioned whether or not EACers 
were enjoying his column and whether he should stop reporting on error coins 
which he has in his collection, for a while at least. These were his words: 

"I am enclosing my article for the November P-W covering large 
cent errors. You might ask whether or not the people are enjoying 
these articles. I plan to contribute an article on the 1793's with pictures, 
and a discussion of all the others from the standpoint of a date set, for 
the 100th issue in January, 1984. I am thinking that it might be a good 
idea to hold off for a while after that, to give the members a rest as far 
as large cent errors are concerned, but maybe I'm wrong. Let's see 
what the members have to say! I have received some excellent com- 
ments on the articles over the past two years." 

I assured John that his articles were informative and interesting, and that 
I was sure that the membership would like for him to continue. How else would 
we have found out about the carpetbagger token if it weren't for John and for 
Harold Hess (see the article by Harold Hess elsewhere in this issue)? But I'll 
leave it up to the membership to decide. How about writing to the Editor and 
casting your vote, one way or the other? That way, I can let John Know just 
how the articles stand. Do it now! and thanks! (P.S. The Editor loves to get 
mail! ) 

************* 
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THE TOP TEN - Part 3 


Roger S. Cohen, Jr. and Ron Guth 

We're back again this issue of PENNY-WISE with the remainder of the 1794 
half cent issues and the first three varieties of the 1795's. My (RG) apologies 
for missing the last issue — between closing my business in Evansville, Indiana 
and moving to a new position in Lexington, Kentucky, I simply was unable to 
meet the deadline. We almost didn't make this one; and had we not, there would 
have been no excuse. (However, I would have been in real big trouble.) We 11 
keep this timely from now on. 

Jack Collins was kind enough to offer to us, for inclusion in this segment, 
the Condition Census information from Walter Breen's upcoming work on U.S. 
Half Cents. That information will serve to make this series virtually complete 
and we gratefully acknowledge Jack's offer. However , my promise, in return 
for the information, was not to include any previously unknown material in our 
effort until Breen's book had gone to print. In the absence of Jack's written 
acknowledgement of his having gone to press, we are forced to proceed without 
it. Hopefully, by the next issue, we can take care of the paperwork and offer you 
the most complete and accurate Condition Census information available today. 

Remember, this is an attempt to list the top ten condition specimens (where 
they exist!) of each half cent variety. The list is based on first-hand knowledge, 
auction records, reliable sources, and actual sightings and is considered as 
accurate as possible. It is meant to be a flexible guide to aid collectors, and 
one that can be changed as new, high condition specimens appear. As much as 
we'd like it to be, IT IS NOT THE FINAL WORD! 

Special thanks this issue go to our contributing editors Del Bland and Jim 
McGuigan . Their special efforts and knowledge are invaluable. Thanks, also, 
to the many collectors who have contributed bits and pieces to this effort — all 
of it helps! 


1794 C-5a 

AU55+ From Europe - Lester Merkin 3/1968:96 - Richard Picker - Allen 
Harriman (publisher of the 'Grey Sheet') — Superior Galleries 'Auction 
'83 7/1983:1514, $39,600. - Texas collector. Described as MS63 and 
'finest known' in the 1983 sale (the latter description being the more 
accurate) . 

AU50 Geiss-Mehl 2/1947:272 - various dealer intermediaries between 
1972-1980 - Ohio collector. 

EF? Stack's 'Charles Jay' 10/1967:81 - present whereabouts unknown . 

VF35 Bowers & Ruddy Fixed Price List (1975) as 'AU, light brown' - present 
whereabouts unknown . 

VF35 G. L. Tilden - Elder sale 6/1921 : 2229 - New Netherlands 44th sale 
'Hillyer Ryder’ 6/1954:265, $110. - Philip Showers collection, various 
intermediaries - Midwest collector. 

VF30 Jack Beymer - California collector. 

VF25 Williams 11/1950:680 - New Jersey collector. 

VF25 James Kelly 'Danner' 4/1959:1355 - California collector. 

VF25 Stack's store stock - Maryland collector. 

VF25 1973 coin show cherry - New Jersey collector. 
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1794 C-5b 


VF30 Bowers & Ruddy Rare Coin Review #24 (Autumn, 1975) as ’superb, about 
unc.' at $1 ,495. - W.K. Raymond - California collector. 

VG1 0 A recent discover, sent to Ron Guth by ANACS to be authenticated and 
attributed. Detail of Fine, but with obverse and reverse damage. 

Present whereabouts unknown. 

1794 C-6a 

FI 5 Williams 11/1950:678 - Stack’s Fixed Price List 'Brobston' 1963 - 
present whereabouts unknown. 

FI 2 Paramount 5/1970:1269, EF or so, but damaged and burnished. 

FI 2 Stack’s 6/1970:802 - Maryland collector. 

FI 2 Alvord 6/1 924: 28, $7.75 - Hugh Campbell - California collector. 

VG1 0 New Jersey collector. 

VG10 Stack’s 'Anderson-Dupont' 11/1954:1037, $42.50 - Philip Showers - 
various intermediaries - Midwest collector. 

VG1 0 D. Frederick - R. S. Cohen, Jr. - Midwest collector - R. S. Cohen, Jr. - 
Richard Shimkus - Chicago collector. 

VG1 0 James Kelly 9/1959:1354 - present whereabouts unknown. 

VG8 Denis Loring - Ron Guth - Illinois collector. 

VG8 Stack's ’Robison* 2/1982:304, $1 ,050. - Connecticut collector. 

Sharpness of VF-EF, but pitted on the obverse. 

In addition to the above ten specimens, there are quite a few which might be 
worthy of inclusion. For example, Jim McGuigan currently owns the New 
Netherlands 57th sale specimen. To a 'detail' man, it misses the Census, but 
to the ’purist’, it might be a more desirable coin than, say, the 'Robison' 
example. We try to present a balanced view. 

1794 C-6b 

FI 2 Lahrman-Kosoff 2/1 963: 50 as 'Gilbert 7' - W. C. Blaisdell - Del 
Bland - W. K. Raymond - California collector. 

1794 C— 7 

MS65 From Europe - Numismatics, Ltd. - Midwest collector. 

MS60 British museum. 

EF45 Philip Showers collection - various intermediaries - Midwest collector - 
California collector. 

EF40 Stack's 'Rawls' 6/1970:1086, $575. — Maryland collector. 

VF35 From Ireland - Spink & Son 9/1 982: 245 - Virginia collector - 

Pennsylvania collector. IPS 

VF30 Parson - H . Chapman 6/1 91 4: 1 939 - Ryder - Wayte Raymond y 

11/1945:1 - present whereabouts unknown. fc© 

VF30 Harmer Rooke sale - Shimkus - Private collector. Re-colored. 

VF20 Stack's stone stock around October, 1980 - present whereabouts unknown. 
FI 5-20 Illinois collector. 

FI 5 Stack's Fixed Price List 'Brobston' 1 963 - S . G. West - Tom Katman - 
R. S. Cohen, Jr. - Jim McGuigan - Virginia collector. 

1794 C— 8 

EF40 Philip Showers collection - various intermediaries - Midwest collector. 
EF40 Kagin's 4/1963:1350 - present whereabouts unknown. 

EF-? Stack's Fixed Price List 'Brobston' 1963 - Marvin Kantner - Stack's 
11/1968:450, $1 ,250. - private collector. 
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VF30 Reliably reported twice in 1974 — present whereabouts unknown. 

VF20— 1 5 Jack Beymer — John Bergman — California collector. 

VF20 H. Gibbs - New Jersey collector. 

VF20 Alvord 6/1 924: 1 7 - Ryder - Wayte Raymond 11/1 945: 2 - present 
whereabouts unknown. 

FI 5 Stack’s Fixed Price List 'Brobston' 1963 - S. G. West - Tom Katman - 

Pennsylvania collector. 

FI 2 Myles Gerson - Pennsylvania collector. 

FI 2 Georgia collector. 


1794 C-9 


MS63 
MS 60 
MS60 
MS60 

MS60 

AU55 

AU50 


EF45 

EF45 


NASCA 7/1980:1067 - Steve Ivy Rare Coins - New York collector/dealer . 

Stack’s ’Alto’ 12/1970:514, $2,300. - present whereabouts unknown. 

ANA Sale 1973: 1676 (where mis-attributed as C-8) - Midwest collector. 

Elder 1923 - NE Pennsylvania collector - SE Pennsylvania collector - 
John Forman - Pennsylvania collector. 

Alvord 6/1924:13 - present whereabouts unknown. 

Dr. J. Hewitt Judd - Lester Merkin 3/1968:94 - Richard Picker - 
present whereabouts unknown. 

Steinmetz Rare Coins - Amwest Numismatic Auctions 11/1 981 : 91 as 
’MS60’ - investor - recently offered by Steve Ivy Rare Coins (now 
Heritage Rare Coin Galleries - present whereabouts unknown. 

Stack’s ’R.T. Davis’ 2/1968:2, $1 ,450. - ’R.B.’ - Stack’s 12/1969: 

337, $800. - present whereabouts unknown. 

Joseph H. Spray - Stack’s 4/1978: 24, $775. - Gene Braig - Jim 
McGuigan - California collector. 


1795 C— 1 

MS65 S . H . & H . Chapman ’Mills’ 4/1 904: 1 407 - H. Chapman - Robert Garrett 
- John Work Garrett - Bowers & Ruddy ’Garrett' Part I 11/1 979: 3 - 
Stan Kesselman - private collector. 

MS65 Williams: 682 - Delaware collector. 

MS65 Philip Showers collection - various intermediaries - Midwest collector. 

MS 60 Elder ’Mougey’: 289 - H. Chapman - Bement: 41 6 - present whereabouts 

unknown . 

AU55 Rarcoa 8/1 973 - Midwest collector - Julian Leidman - Rarcoa 'Auction 
'81' 7/1981 :31 , $11 ,500. - present whereabouts unknown. 

Beyond the above coins, there are at least ten different specimens at the 
AU level and legions of EF’s. To differentiate between them is meaningless; the 
1795 C-1 is not a condition rarity until it hits the Mint State level. 


1795 C-2a 


MS60 

MS-? 

AU50 

AU50 

AU50 

EF45 

EF40 


Midwest collector. 

Alvord 6/1924:44, $62. - present whereabouts unknown. 

Cleneay: 1941 - Mills: 1 408 - David S. Wilson: 990 - Stack’s Fixed 
Price List 'Brobston' 1963 - New York collector. 

Lester Merkin 3/1968:593 - present whereabouts unknown. 

Quality Sales 11/1972: 12 - Tony Terranova - Midwest collector. 
From England - Empire Coin Co. - Alan Weinberg - Del Bland - Dave 
Stagg III - Jack Beymer - private collection . 

Stack’s ’Anderson -Dupont' 1 1 /I 954: 1 044, $75. - W. C. Blaisdell - 
Del Bland - W. K. Raymond - Jim Mackie - 1978 ANA Sale: 90 - Leidman 
present whereabouts unknown. 
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EF40 Alvord 6/1924:45, $16. - present whereabouts unknown. 

EF40 S. D. & H . Chapman 3/1883:361 - Stack's 'Garrett' 3/1976:4, $12.50. 

- Essex Numismatic Properties - present whereabouts unknown. 

VF30 Wayte Raymond - New Netherlands 44th sale 'Hillyer Ryder' 6/1954: 
269, $42.50 - present whereabouts unknown. 

1795 C-2b 

AU50 Alvord 6/1924: 55, $80. - New Netherlands 44th sale 'Hillyer Ryder' 
6/1954:270, $650. - present where ab outs unknown. 

VF25 California collector. Sharpness of AU, but mutilated. 

FI 5 Commodore W. C. Eaton - Stack's 'Anderson-Dupont* 11/1954:1045, 
$170. - Dorothy Nelson - Stack's 'Spence' 3/1975:821 , $1 ,000. - 
Maryland collector. 

FI 2 B. Max Mehl 'Neil' 1947:2205 - Stack's Fixed Price List 'Brobston' 
1963 - S. G. West - Tom Katman - Pennsylvania collector. 

FI 2 California collector. Double struck. 

F-? Tom Warfield collection (circa 1955) - present whereabouts unknown. 

F-? Tom Warfield (another specimen from the same period) - present 

whereabouts unknown. 

VG10 Philip Showers collection - various intermediaries - Midwest collector 
VG7 F. S. Guggenheimer - Stack's 1/1953:15 - New Jersey collector. 

VG7 Connecticut collector. 

The entire population of this variety is only 16 known specimens! 

1 795 C— 3 

VF35 Stack's 'Anderson-Dupont* 11/1954:1046, $500. - Dorothy Nelson - 
Stack's 'Spence' 3/1975:820, $2,000. - California collector. 

FF40 Midwest collector. 

FF-? S. G. West (circa 1965) - present whereabouts unknown. 

VF30 Stack's Fixed Price List 'Brobston' 1963 - Philip Showers collection - 
Midwest collector. 

VF20 Louis Helfenstein - Lester Merkin 3/1968: 1 02 - Jon Hanson - Midwest 
collector - California collector. 

VF20 Midwest collector - California collector. 

VF-? Stack's store stock 8/1964 - S. G. West - present whereabouts unknown 

FI 5 Ralph Pfau 5/1979 - present whereabouts unknown. 

FI 2 Private collector. 

FI 2 Maryland collector. 

NEXT ISSUE: The rest of the 1795's and both 1796's! 

Selling and Buying: Colonials, Half Cents, Large Cents and Literature 

pertaining to Early American Coppers. 

Especially need: Connecticut Coppers - Very Fine or better. 

N.J. Coppers - Choice Fine or better. 

Vermont Coppers - nice Fine or better. 

Fugio Cents by variety - Choice Fine or better. 

Send for free monthly list. 

HARRY J. RESCIGNO AMERICAN ROSE RARE COINS 

P.O. 215, Newfoundland, N.J. 07435 
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LARGE CENTS AND THE MICROCOMPUTER 
Jay P. Szerencsy 

Today's electronic marvel, the microcomputer, can provide collectors of 
early copper with an important tool in better organizing and cataloguing their 
collections. For those of you who have thought of buying a microcomputer but 
did not know all the things that could be done with it, one of its uses is in 
arranging one's collection. 

The key to arranging a collection is in the software, and the type of software 
needed is generally referred to as a data base. According to the McGraw-Hill 
Microcomputer Dictionary, a data base is avast and continuously updated file of 
information, abstracts, or references on a particular subject or subjects. Any 
information which you would commonly file could be placed on your data base. 
This could be names, addresses, phone numbers, recipes, etc. 

As collectors, we can file our coins as follows: type, year, grade, variety, 

cost, date acquired, and any other remarks you may want to include. With a 
data base program, you can design your file the way you wish by adding or 
deleting whatever categories you desire. The software will be able to bring to 
your immediate attention any question you may have about your collection without 
running to the bank or looking through piles of information. You could determine 
immediately if you have a particular variety and what grades you have of specific 
coins. The microcomputer's uses are virtually limitless and you can create your 
files as you wish. 

To get the full use out of data base software, you should have the following 
equipment: a microcomputer with at least 64K, two disk drives, a monitor, a 

printer, and appropriate software. You could get by with even less equipment 
if you wanted to sacrifice some ease of usage . With computers coming down in 
price, however, a full set of equipment might now be within your budget. 

Because of its wide range of uses, your investment in data base software will 
provide you with many dividends. 

Don't be discouraged by the technical aspects of a computer. With only a few 
hours of practice, you should be able to use the computer to its fullest potential. 
In fact, without my computer, I probably couldn't have written this article. 

************* 

RE: ELECTROTYPES 
Mike Bristow 

The recent articles on electrotypes in PENNY-WISE prompted me to take 
another look at the coins in my collection. 

Several years ago, I purchased through COIN WORLD a 1798 S-1 58 in XF. 

I was busy moving at the time, and I meant to return the coin as it was over- 
graded and not accurately described. Needless to say, I never got around to 
doing so. And now, upon close examination of the coin, I discovered that it is 
an electrotype . 

I feel that members of EAG should be warned and cautioned, as possibly 
there are more S— 1 58 electrotypes around. 

************* 
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Rare Coins 



Love Early Coppers? Try these: 

1. 179^ S-69* Very Good/About Good, R-3. Decent. 

2. 1802 S-229. Very Fine-20, R-4. Some planchet flaking, but 
overall nice. 


$160 

$230 


3. 1802 S-241. Choice Very Fine-30, R-l. Stemless wreath, double 

fraction bar, clashed dies evident at 3 o'clock on obverse. Nice. $300 


4. 1803 S-250. Very Fine-20, R-3. Nice. $ 250 

5. 1807/6 S-273- Ex. Fine-40, R-l. Very nice. $490 

6 . 1811 S-287. Very Good- 8 , R-2. Nice. $100 

7. 1839 N. 8 . Very Fine-20/20 ANACS E 9956-R , R-l. Head of '40, 

Petite Head, scarce type. Very nice. $35 

8 . 1843 N. 6 . Uncirculated-60 , R-3. Nice brown color, some light 

scratches on the cheek that do not detract. $210 

9. 1847 N.4. About Uncirculated-50 . Nice medium color and nice 

surfaces. $130 

10. 1851 N.4. About Uncirculated-50, R-l. Lovely surfaces with 

mint luster. ' $135 

11. 1857 N.4. Very Fine-20, R-l. Small Date. $45 


Please send for my free monthly list of Colonials, Half Cents, 
Large Cents and Copper Literature. I also need to bu^ nice coppers for 
my lists. If you have anything for sale, please contact me. 


I also need scarce and rare varieties of Connecticut Coppers 
and New Jersey Coppers for my personal collection. Please contact me 
if you have any of these for sale. 

HARRY J. RESCIGN0 
AMERICAN ROSE RARE COINS 
ANA A NS SAC TAMS 


P.O. BOX 415 NEWFOUNDLAND, N.J. 07435 • (201) 697-4705 
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WHAT IS IMPORTANT? 


Howard W. Whitaker 
John D. Wright, NLG 

My good friend, Howard Whitaker, bailed out of large cents a couple of years 
ago. Not that he didn't enjoy them - or that he needed the cash - it's just that 
surviving a major heart attack has a way of forcing a reassessment of what is 
important and what is less so. Howard took to heart the Lord's injunction teach 
us to number our days 11 (Psalms 90:12) and asked me to sell off his collection, 
which I did. The cents were fun - EAC was fun - a bit of writing was fun - but 
it stole hours from Tommie who was his wife and helpmate of over thirty years. 

Even so, Howard couldn't resist occasional short notes to a few of his old 
coin-buddies. You see, casual friendships which started over old coppers often 
develop into something more important, and I got lucky. Howard became a real 
prize in my collection of friends. In a recent note, Howard shared some thoughts 
that were so poignant, yet so tongue-in-cheek, that I urged him to polish them a 
little and share them in PENNY-WISE. He replied that I could do so, but he 
didn't consider it worth his time. 

My next note from Howard was actually from his wife, Tommie, and she 
included a copy of his funeral service. Howard died on September 8. Tommie 
lost a husband; Hardin County, Tennessee lost its foremost surgeon; and I lost 
a good friend. What's important? Let's hear it from Howard, himself, in his 
own rambling way. Nobody could pay my friend Howard so high a tribute as his 
own words: 

"The main needs of each person in large cents are not fulfilled in coin 
collecting (especially large cents), at least not in the coins themselves. 

The payoff is one large ego trip and it is part herd instinct. Interpersonal 
relations, combat, competition, comradeship, commercialism, and 
climbing to the top of the heap are the drives - the coins are only the 
counters or chips. Any other tokens would do if sophisticated enough. 

The pleasure of being the expert, of belonging to the elite, all point to the 
same game. Bravo! I like the game and can see nothing against it. The 
same for stamps, fine art, great music - but don't kid yourself - it's not 
the coppers. That's just the way to keep score. Which would you fight 
for? - an interesting coin with great die breaks but is moderately common? - 
or a rather rare, uninteresting one? 

Now the personal fights and sword play (and, of course, the gloating) 
all fall into place. It's interesting to see some try to hide this from 
themselves and others. Why did you not tell me early so that I could have 
enjoyed the game even more?" 

Yes, Howard, you saw through our little game. If we will really admit it, we 
can't even feel ourselves anymore. You hit us as a group, and you hit me 
personally with the following: 

"Among coin collectors who have advanced to any degree, there is a 
great desire to not only have a fine collection (to show off, to match 
others, to attract attention, to eventually 'MAKE MONEY') but also to be 
known as an expert. This is more gratifying if it is translated as 'specialist'. 
Then, one can write 'How to' or 'How I do it' articles for P— W or other 
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coin publications. This is really paying one's dues 'to be a member of 
the group - one of the boys - the peer herd'. 

Unfortunately, when concerned with large cents, this costs a great 
deal of time and money as well as needing an analytic type of mind. 

For the sake of those who have none of the above and are too incompetent 
anyway, I am including from Bernard Waker, 'How To Go About Laying 
An Fgg ' (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1963): 

' Rules For Laying An Bgg * 

1 . Make sure you are a hen . 

2. Really want to lay an egg. More than anything in the 

world, you must want to lay an egg. 

3. Wake up at dawn. You will know it is dawn, because the 

sun will be just behind the trees. 

4. Hunt for a good place to lay your egg. 

5. Once you have decided, gather bits of soft straw and alfalfa 

leaf for your nest . 

6. Bring along puzzles, books, and games to while the time 

away. 

7. Surround yourself with words of wisdom; e.g. "Patience 

is a virtue", to help guide you to your goal. 

8. Now that you are ready to lay the egg, concentrate carefully.' " 

Until later, Howard, I will miss you. I really do look forward to seeing you 
again when the Lord calls me home . 

********•*:;*:*#:*; 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF CENTRAL CALIFORNIA EAC REGIONAL MEETING 

Bill Weber will host an EAC get-together on Friday, January 13, 1984 from 
7 P.M. until ??? 

All EAC members and their guests are invited to meet, mix, and share old 
copper experiences. This meeting will coincide with the San Jose Coin Show 
scheduled for January 12-15, 1984. It will also precede our EAC *84 Annual 
Convention by about ten weeks, so I should have a lot of late news regarding 
convention activities with which to bring you up-to-date. We may even have a 
new book on half cents to review with you. Each member is asked to bring 
along several of his favorite coppers for "show and tell" time. 

I surely hope that all EACers living in the area around San Jose will make 
an extra effort to come. Please write or call Bill Weber for information 
regarding the meeting's location. I can be reached as follows: 

Bill Weber Telephones: (408) 238-7717 

6263 Blauer Lane (408) 274-7484 

San Jose, CA 95135 

************* 

MIKE NIEPODZINSKI P.O. Box 253 Buffalo, NY 

FOR SALE: Safe-T-Mailers . 

Safe-T-Mailers were designed for shipping coins safely and 
economically. Just insert coin(s), fold, and place in envelope; 
no staples or tape . 

Fit standard #6 3/4 envelopes. 

50 for $7.50; 100 for $12.00 Postpaid, UPS. 

************* 
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CONFESSIONS OF A CLASSIC FiEAD COLLECTOR 

or 

Better to be Pitied Than Scorned 
Michael W. McNaney 

The 1983 ANA auction in San Diego, conducted by Kagin's, featured many 
coins which I had acquired through similar auctions. Most noteworthy of my 
consignment, and really all that would interest some EACers, were some valued 
copper pieces that I had decided to dispose of for various reasons. 

The prices realized for these pedigreed pieces were quite disappointing to me 
and rather uncomfortable financially. Nevertheless, I offer this dissertation not 
as a moan of discontent, nor as a valued lesson to be absorbed, but as a reflection 
of what can happen by complete faith in vendors who possess an unquestionable 
reputation and by failing to completely grasp what you can control. 

The stars of the show were as follows: 

1 . 1808 S-277 EF, purchased by successful bid in Auction '81 , Superior Coin 
consignor, for $750. 

2. 1808 S— 278 EF, purchased by successful bid in The Springfield Collection , 
Bowers and Ruddy, September 1981 , for $660. 

3. 1810 S-285 AU, purchased by successful bid in the FUN 1981 Auction , New 
England Rare Coin Galleries, January 1981 , for $1 ,051 . 

4. 1811 S-287 AU, purchased bv successful bid in the M.W.N.A. 1980 Auction , 
Kagin's, July 1980, for $1 ,525. 

5. 1812 S-1 88 AU, purchased bv successful bid in the 1 981 ANA Auction , Bowers 
and Ruddy, July 1 981 , for $1 ,320. 

6. 1845 N-6 MS65, purchased by successful bid in the 1 980 ANA Auction , Steve 
Ivy Rare Coins, August 1980, for $1 ,662. 

7. 1853 N-26 MS65, purchased by successful bid in the Moore Auction , Steve 
Ivy Rare Coins, December 1980, for $1 ,356. 

8. 1873 Open 3 Proof 65 two cent piece, purchased by successful bid in the 
Moore Auction , Steve Ivy Rare Coins, December 1980, for $2,274. 

The purchase prices listed above include buyer's charges, when applicable, 
and postage and handling costs. I felt quite comfortable with all the pieces at the 
time of purchase. However, coins (6), (7), and (8) were sent to ANA for 
authentication and grading. Chagrin began to set in when the coins were received 
from ANACS and graded as (6) MS 63/63 and (8) PRF 63/63. Happily, (7) was 
graded MS 65/65. 

As the ANA Auction neared and the market heated up, I was encouraged. 
Patiently, I waited until I finally could learn of the prices realized. For those 
of you who were there, this is no surprise. For me, sadly, these were the 
results, not including the buyer's charges: 

(1) Sold for $575. (3) Sold for $620. (5) Returned (7) Sold for $575. 

(2) Sold for $500. (4) Sold for $850. (6) Sold for $420. (8) Sold for $1 ,450. 

(5) was returned to me as Kagin's felt it would only grade EF40. I disagree - 
maybe . 
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Since obtaining the results, I have run the gamut of emotions - anger, 
frustration, embarrassment, regret, vengeance, acceptance, and finally 
resignation. Questions still exist which cannot really be answered. Is the 
copper market really soft? Did I get auction fever and pay too much initially? 
Who really knows how to grade copper? Who is paying $2,400. for a MS65 large 
cent? Does an AN ACS certificate come even close to justifying its cost. There 
are as many more unanswered questions. 

Obviously, there were several big names in the coin business who provided 
me the opportunity to purchase coins. I don't mean to malign them. I do charge 
them, however, with the responsibility of being more critical on grading 
standards and less flowery with their descriptions. Further, in at least one 
instance, I felt that more attention was needed to a scientifically-improved- 
condition coin. 

I haven't given up on coppers, especially the Classic Heads. They are still 
my consuming interest. Now, however, I only buy clean VF pieces, and even at 
auctions when possible. And fussy? - you had better believe that I am fussy! 
After all, I had fun collecting my dollar losers and I still continue to enjoy 
collecting, but one big financial loss is enough! 


Harry's Christmas L'st* 
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THE CONNECTICUT COPPERS, AND A REQUEST 
FOR HELP IN FURTHER RESEARCH 

Jeff Rock 

The state coinage of Connecticut, issued from 1785-1788 inclusive, is one 
of the most interesting and universal of the Colonial series. These coins are 
punch-linked with the New Jersey coppers; they share a reverse die with the 
coinage of Vermont; they were struck, in part, from copper intended for the. 
Fugio series; and they even have a connection with the notorious Machin's Mills 
imitation half-pence! They were struck in at least two states (Connecticut and 
New Jersey), by at least six different mints, and under the watchful eyes of a 
large number of coiners, including the infamous James Jarvis and Abel Buel. 

The only reference book for this series has been Henry Clay Miller’s "The 
State Coinage of Connecticut ", published by the American Numismatic Society 
in 1 920 , and reprinted several times since. Miller’s book was based on the 
format used earlier by Sylvester Sage Crosby (whose magnum opus on the 
Colonial field is still the major reference book), and by Dr. Thomas Hall, who 
was responsible for discovering many of the 1787 varieties. The only other 
major contribution to the series came from Walter Breen in the form of the 1 975 
EAC auction catalogue, issued by Pinetree Auctions. Incidentally, that sale 
included 315 of the 342 known varieties, many of which were plated for the first 
time . 

Ever since I became interested in the series, I have been carefully jotting 
down the appearance of each Connecticut copper. Their grade and frequency of 
appearance were hopefully to be published in an appropriate journal, such as 
THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER. But my interests widened, and what I had 
kept to date wasn't enough. I became interested in the mints and the mintmasters, 
the engravers and their tools, the legal and illegal coinage — in fact, every little 
aspect of Connecticut's coinage history. 

I've been encouraged by a few people (you know whom you are) to continue 
with this project, hopefully to culminate in a revision of Henry C. Miller's work 
(a thing which has been talked about a great deal, but which has never actually 
been done). Such a revision hopefully would include a revised rarity scale, a 
Condition Census, and for the first time ever, photographs of each variety and 
sub-variety. The material which I've collected is meager in the extreme, and 
much, much more will be needed. 

Much of the information that I'm looking for is buried in obscure journals 
or in the memories of collectors who have never put their discoveries down on 
paper. An even greater amount of information is still waiting to be found. 

A project of this magnitude will take 'double-digit' years to complete, both 
to my satisfaction and to the satisfaction of the collectors and students of this 
series. Active collectors who are willing to help are few and far between. At 
the present time, I have a whopping total often collectors, dealers, and 
museums who are willing to cooperate. Many more are needed. 

Hey, YOU! Remember those funny-looking copper coins with the words 
"Auctori Connec" on them? Hey, YOU! - the collector who ran across a few 
varieties of Connecticut coppers and who bought a copy of the Miller book, just 
to check things out'! Hey, YOU! - whose cabinet includes hundreds of varieties, 
all of which are neatly attributed and researched. Hey, YOU! - with those old 
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documents or new ideas! Your help is needed! ! One person - even a small 
handful of people - can never hope to complete such a massive undertaking. 

There's no reason to be apathetic or inert. As a collector, dealer, or 
enthusiast of early American copper, you know that research and new ideas are 
an integral, even ingrained, part of the hobby. Don't turn the page yet! Pick 
up your pen, write down my address - Jeff Rock, 10358 Buena Vista, Santee, 
California 92701 - and get in touch with me. I need your help and cooperation, 
and knowing that your contribution has helped our hobby is one of the most 
satisfying and enriching feelings there is. 

Do it now! Won't you? 


STACK'S TO AUCTION JOHN L. ROPER COLLECTION 

Stack's of New York has just released a pre-sale advertising brochure 
summarizing the highlights of the John L. Roper, 2nd Collection of Colonial and 
Early American Coins, to be sold at public auction on December 8, 9, 1983. 

The brochure describes the formation of the collection by Mr. Roper, the 
accomplishments he attained, and a general description of the highlights. Also, 
there are over 70 of the great rarities illustrated in full color throughout the 
8-page brochure . 


The collection to be auctioned contains over 400 Colonial issues, amongst 
which are: 6 pieces of 'Hogge' money 

36 pieces of Massachusetts silver coinage 
a complete set of Maryland coinage 
20 examples of St. Patrick's or Mark Newby coinage of New Jersey 
8 specimens of Elephant Tokens 
36 examples of the Rosa Americana series 
7 specimens of Higley tokens 
52 Washington pieces 
16 different Fugios 

42 Connecticut cents, 20 New Jerseys, 37 Vermonts, 12 New York, 
and 8 Massachusetts cents 
and numerous other rare and interesting varieties. 

There are also 41 different dates or varieties of U.S. half cents and large cents, 
commencing with 1 793. 


The catalogue of the auction sale contains almost 600 lots. Several hundred 
coins are illustrated in color or black and white. The catalogue will be 
available early in November and is priced at $10. which includes the list of 
prices realized that will be issued after the sale. Orders for the catalogue 
should be directed to Stack's, 123 West 57th Street, New York, NY 10019. 


************* 



HERBERT J. ROSEN "Curio Corner" 337 Route 46, Rockaway, NJ (201) 627-4431 

A complete stock of large cents, including all years, all major varieties, 
and hundreds of die varieties - available at CURIO CORNER — 
open every Friday, Saturday, and Sunday from 12 noon to 5 P.M. 


************* 
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FROM THE ’OTHER' MEMBER IN CANADA 
Michael Oppenheim 

In the last issue of PENNY— WISE, there was an invitation from William J. 
Parks for the 'other' EAC member from Canada to write a little about himself 
and his collecting interests. I can hardly refuse such a kind invitation, and I 
hope that some EACers will find the following to be of interest. 

Both my wife and I were born, raised, and educated in southern California; 
and we moved to Montreal about ten years ago. We have two small children. 

We are employed by Concordia University, which is one of the two public English- 
speaking universities in Montreal. I am a professor in the Department of 
Religion, and it was the quest for an academic job that brought me and many 
others to the land of the eternal winter. I do enjoy living in Montreal, which is a 
very beautiful and fascinating city. 

I have been interested in coin collecting since my early teens. I began by 
collecting Lincoln cents and other such things; but, for the last fifteen years, I 
have been interested in early U.S. large cents, half cents, and Colonials. I 
also enjoy reading about these early coppers, and I have been able to put together 
a very nice though small collection of different types. 

In the past three years, I became infected by a new collecting virus which is 
as vicious and all-consuming as any I have previously known . Although I have 
kept my interest in the other fields, I now am a very passionate collector of 
Canadian colonials which are sometimes described as P re -Confederation (1867) 
'tokens'. This area seems to me to be a natural extension of my interests in the 
early U.S. coppers; and other American collectors have also seen it in this 
light, not only in earlier times but also in the contemporary period as well. 

These Canadian coppers primarily appealed to me because they are diverse, 
historically interesting, and aesthetically appealing and they have a number of 
important links with the field of early American coins. They are also affordable 
and often ligitimately scarce in choice condition. Perhaps some of the areas of 
contrast between Canadian colonials and their U.S. counterparts might be of 
interest to others in EAC: 

1 . Many of the Canadian pieces are recognized as part of the U.S. 
Colonial series, such as the coins of the French regime, and such odd 
things as the North American token, the Northwest Company token, and 
the mule of the Myddelton token. 

2. Many of the Canadian colonials have English origins, as do, 
among others, the Washington series of 'colonials'; and they exhibit 
similarities, even in design, with the American pieces. 

3. A number of Canadian colonials were made in the United States, 
including a large number of bouquet sous and a variety of the 'Ships, 
Colonies, Commerce' tokens which displays the initials W & B, NY 
(standing for Wright and Bale, New York). 

4. The so-called 'Blacksmith' series of Canadian c olonials has a 
number of very special links with the early coins of the United States. 
Primarily, the series consists of locally-made counterfeits of worn-out 
British and Irish halfpence from the first three decades of the 19th 
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century. Thus, they are part of that great halfpence counterfeiting 
endeavor which includes coins originating from England, America, and 
Canada. 

The blacksmiths of Canada brought the art of copying worn-out 
halfpence to its highest /lowest state, producing copper and brass pieces 
which usually have no legends or dates. The devices are extremely 
shallow and often are no more than suggestive in form. For those who 
have trained themselves to love Vermonts and the scrap of Machins 
Mills, the field of Canadian blacksmiths will be inescapable. 

This grouping also includes enigmatic original designs, mules of 
some Hard Times token dies of New York, and other pieces whose origin 
may be either American, Canadian, or both. 

I am sure that most of my fellow members of EAC have now read more than 
enough about Canadian colonials/tokens. However, if there happens to be a few 
others who are interested in this field, especially in the area of blacksmiths, I 
would be happy to correspond, trade, buy, etc. with them. 

My address is: 5105 Lacombe Avenue, Montreal, Quebec, Canada, H3W 1 SI 

************* 


AN OBITUARY 
Gordon J. W rube l 

My dear friend and long-time EAC member, Raymond H. Chatham, passed 
away on October 17, 1 983. Ray was 73 years old. 

He is survived by his wife Ansley, daughter Julie Conroy, and son Raymond 
H. Chatham III. There are three grandchildren . 

Ray Chatham has long been associated with the early coppers. He sold 
his large cent collection to Abe Kosoff in 1958. He was a very close personal 
friend of Dr. Sheldon and Dorothy Paschal. In the early 1970's, Ray was 
commissioned by Mrs. Paschal to gradually sell off her collection of cents 
from 1 793 to 1 81 4. Many beautiful pedigreed pieces found their way into 
numerous EACers' collections. 

Ray loved early coppers, perhaps this w as nurtured thru his relations with 
Sheldon and Paschal. Throughout the 70's, he thrived on buying, selling and 
horse-trading half cents and large cents. His honesty, straightforwardness, 
and sincerity always assured satisfaction in all his dealings. 

Being a self proclaimed golf "nut", a passion shared by his wife Ansley, 
Ray was on the courses in Pinehurst, N.C. at every opportunity. Early this 
summer, in spite of failing health, he shot a great round of 85. 

This lovable and colorful personality will be missed by his many friends 
and, indeed, all of EAC . 

************* 
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WORLD EXONUMIA AUCTION IN SAN DIEGO 


EACer Rich Hartzog of Rockford, IL has announced that his 7th World 
Exonumia public auction held in San Diego, CA on the evening of August 13, just 
prior to the ANA convention, was quite successful, with active mail and floor 
bidding . 

Twenty-five lots of Hard Times tokens were offered in the sale, including 
Low 8, 18 (2), 20, 33, 47, 48, 49, 51 , 58, 62, 75, 80, 97, 98, 111, 120, 123, 
148, 266, 284, and 328. Most pieces brought prices below their estimated sales 
price and somewhat lower prices than the Garrett sale. Low 11 7, a three-cent 
piece offered in the form of an early copy in copper (the piece is usually seen in 
Feuchtw anger's composition), estimated to be worth $100.-200.+, brought only 
$38.50. Low 320, a choice AU specimen of the rare card of A. Loomis, 
Cleveland, Ohio, was bought back by the consignor. Its estimated value had 
been placed at $1 ,200.-1 ,350. 

A lot often different HTT's, averaging F overall, went for $37.20, while a 
lot of 26 mostly different HHT’s, also averaging F and including five choice 
specimens, realized $82. 

Three counterstamped large cents also figured in the sale. An 1831 cent 
counterstamped with "J. A. Smith" and "S.F.E." was combined in one lot with 
two Ohio Civil War tokens. The lot sold for $38.50. An 1853 cent which was 
counterstamped 'Stone & Ball, Syracuse", a pre-1 890 U.S. store card listed in 
Rulau as NY1027, realized $44. An 1845 cent, C/S with "Vote The Land Free", 
a popular patriotic piece, went for only $22. 

The sale also included ten love tokens on U.S. silver or gold dollars, two 
love token bracelets which were complete, and a love token on an 1848 German 
thaler. Numerous other items offered in the sale included Civil War tokens, 

U.S. store cards, U.S. Mint medal, calendar medals, Washingtonia, etc. etc. 
for a total of 476 lots. All lots were sold. The sale realized just over $22,000., 
making an average of $46.50 per lot. 

Catalogues for future sales are sent only by subscription. Catalogues with 
Prices Realized for the next five sales will be sent for only $15. If interested, 
you can contact Rich Hartzog at P.O.B. 4143 ZC, Rockford, IL 61110-0643. 

FREE AUCTION CATALOGUE OFFERED 

Ron Guth wishes that the following be announced: 

Florida Coin Exchange, Inc. (FOE) will be conducting its first public 
auction sale on January 7, 1984. The sale will highlight such copper rarities 
as a 1 796 With Pole half cent in AU55+, an 1 81 1 C-2 half cent in AU50, 1 848 
First Restrike Proof half cent, 1 852 First Restrike Proof half cent, a blazing 
Gem 1843 N-13 large cent (possibly finest known), and others. 

FCE is making a special offer of a free catalogue to any EAC member who 
requests one. Inquiries should be directed to our Lexington, KY office at 
100 East Vine Street, Suite 703, Lexington, KY 40507 or interested parties 
may call 1-606-233-2300. 

************* 
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1984 EAC NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION BALLOT 


Listed below is the slate of candidates proposed by the Nominating Committee for the 
1984 election. In accordance with Article X, Section 2 of the EAC BY-LAWS, the Nominating 
Committee has received the consent of these candidates to have their names placed in 
nomination. This election will be conducted in compliance with ROBERT'S RULES OF ORDER 
REVISED as they are applicable, according to Article XVI of the EAC BY-LAWS. 

Nominee Write-In 

Vote or Vote 


President: 


Jeffrey Oliphant - Suite 800, 9454 Wilshire Blvd. 

Beverly Hills, CA 90212 


Vice-President: Rod Burress 


- 9743 Leacrest 

Cincinnati, OH 45215 


Secretary: 


Treasurer: 


Denis W. Loring - P. 0. Box 363 
John D . Wright 


New York, NY 10101 


- 1468 Timberland Drive 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 


Region #1 New England (ME. NH. VT. MA. RI and CT ) 

Chairman: Peter Neptune - 83 Flanders Road 

Niantic, CT 06357 


Secretary: Edward Bucken 

Region #2 New York & New Jersey (NY, NJ, Alaska. Hawaii & Canada ) 


15 Canton Road 
Granby, CT 06035 


Chairman: Frank Stillinger - 216 Noe Avenue 

Chatham, NJ 07928 


Secretary: Robert Martin 


- 2825 Olinville Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10467 


Region #3 Mid-Atlantic (PA. MD, PL, VA, WV, Washington DC, NC ) 
Chairman : Joe Kane - F. 0. Box 599 

McLean, VA 22101 


Secretary: Mike Packard 


4905 Village Drive 
Fairfax, VA 22030 


Region #4 Southeast (FL, GA. ALA. MISS, SC, TN ) 

Chairman: Tom Morley - Box 3182 

Cocoa, FL 32922 

Secretary: Peter Ward,M.D. - Suite 303, Howard Bldg. 

820 Prudential Drive 
Jacksonville, FL 32207 

Region #5 North Central (OH. MI. WI. MN. IN. IL. ND. SD. NEB. KY. & IOWA ) 
Chairman: Don Valenziano - 2837 N. 74th Court 

Elmwood Park, IL 60635 


Secretary: Dick Punchard 


- 8600 Queen Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55431 


Nominee 

Vote 


Write-In 
or vote 


Region #6 South Central (KS. ARK. LA. MO. NV. ARIZ, OK, CO, NM & TX ) 
Chairman: Ed Jasper - 7756 LaCabeza Drive 

Dallas, TX 75248 _ 

Secretary: Stu Hodge - 2106 Bowie Drive 

Carrollton, TX 75006 

Region #7 West (CA. WA. OR. MT. WY. UT & ID ) 

Chairman: Phil Ralls - 3211 Oakhurst Avenue 

Los Angeles, CA 90034 

Secretary: Doug Bird - P. 0, Box 608 

Hermosa Beach, CA 90254 


IMPORTANT: Please enter your name or EAC membership number here. 


VOTING PROCEDURE 

1. All General Members in good standing are entitled to vote for President, Vice 
President, Secretary and Treasurer. 

2. Members are only entitled to vote for the Chairman and Secretary of the region in 
which they reside. Regional voting eligibility will be determined by the state 
which the member circles on the ballot and/or the postmark on the envelope. 

3. Members may vote for the candidates proposed by the Nominating Committee or 
"for any eligible person whether nominated or not," (ROBERT'S RULES OF ORDER- 
REVISED, Article XI, Section 66) 

4. Members are required to enter their name or EAC membership number in the space 
provided on the ballot. (ROBERT'S RULES OF ORDER REVISED, Article VIII, Section 46) 

5. Only votes cast on this official ballot in the manner above and below prescribed 
will be valid. 

6. The election period will be from December 1, 1983 to February 15, 1984. Ballots 
received after February 15th will not be counted. 

7. All ballots are to be mailed to John Fettinger, Nominating Committee Chairman, 

15 Dellwood Road, Norwich, CT 06360. 


Respectfully submitted. 


The Nominating Committee 


LOOKING AT LARGE CENT ERRORS - Part 12. 


John S. Ashby, Jr. 

One of the real nice advantages in writing this column is that it allows me 
time to look over my collection of large cent error coins at least once every 
month. Without this column, I'd probably still find some time to do so, but I'm 
not sure that I would. This way, I know that I'll have to spend some time with 
my error collection every eight weeks. 

For this issue, we'll start out with a rather low-grade, but interesting, 1 81 0 
cent with a double strike. The coin is an S-282 variety and it grades about AG. 
Notice the obverse in the illustration - the original bust and date are normally 
centered, with the second bust to the left of the first. The 0 in the date shows at 

-omer of the first bust, but this is the only part of the second date that does 
show. Also, the first star of the original strike is nudged to the right at the base 
of the second bust. I've never seen a double strike in the T urban series 
(1 808-1 81 4) like this one . 



Look at the picture of the reverse and you can see the 0 of ONE and the EN 
of CENT appearing at the rim around 8 o'clock. Part of the NE of ONE shows, 
but it collides with the original wreath. 

The second error consists of a VG1 0 1 826 N-3 which has a double profile 
appearing about 2 millimeters from the original bust. The impression goes 
through the first star, smashing half of it, and then ending up around the top of 
the 1 in the date. On the reverse, notice that part of the denticles and three of 
the stars show between the middle of the coin and the left rim. This is not 
really a double struck coin, but it is an interesting error. 
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In the January, 1 984 issue of PENNY-WISE, which as you know will be the 
100th consecutive issue, I’m going to present photographs of three 1793 cent 
error coins. You've seen two of them before in earlier issues, but never before 
a trio of 1 793 Chain, Wreath, and Liberty Cap error coins appeared together. 

At least, I've never seen such a grouping before. When I first started collecting 
large cent error coins, one of my objectives was to get alt three 1793 varieties 
represented and to put a complete date set together . In the next P— W, I ll let 
you know what dates I have missing! 

************* 

ROD BURRESS 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 

FOR SALE: 

#4 Soft jeweler's brush $6. each 

Jeweler's tissue 4x4 inch Box of 1 ,000 sheets $6. 250 sheets $2. 

Xylol - 4 oz. bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips $2.35 

Wooden stick Q— tips $3.50 per 500 $6.50 per 1 ,000 

Care - coin conditioner 2 oa. bottle $1 .90 
Heavy Duty 28 lb. gray coin envelopes Box of 500 $6.50 

Box of 1 ,000 $12.25 

Send SASE for sample . 

Penny Whimsy $28 . 50 

Rarity rating and Condition Census update of cents of 1793-1814 

(from P-W 1979-1980 revision by Denis Loring) ... 33 pgs. $2.65 
Attribution guides for Matron Head Cents 1816-35 ... 27 pgs. $2.45 

Add $1 .50 per order for shipping. Shipment by UPS - you must 
give a street address, not deliverable to P.O. Box number. 

************* 



EARLY AMERICAN NUMISMATICS 
P.O. Box 276, Anson ia, CT 06401 
61 9-273-3566 

For the finest selection of Colonials, State 
coinages, early American tokens, Washington 
coins and medals, Fugios, etc. 

Write to EACer Dana Linett for an extensive 
and complete listing with descriptions. 


************* 


THE RAT FINK. 


He stands tallest who learns how to bend. 


W.\' 


Slidell, L..A 70461 


RICHARD D. OLSON 103 Doubloon Drive 


FLJG 10 CENTS 


14--Q VF-20 Kessler rates R-7 in this grade, nice coin $400 

1 04— FF MS— 60+ ANACS certified, two small spots, great color $350 


1798 DRAPED BUST CENTS 



145 

VF- 

-•■20 

Nice color and surfaces, porosity at "OF" 

$350 

s- 

147 

AG' 

-03 

M o d e r a t e s u r f a c e p r o b 1 e m s 

$ 1 00 

s- 

149 

G- 

-06 

M i n o r s u r f a c e p r a b 1 e m s , n i c e a p p e a ranee, rare 

$500 

s- 

15.2 

VF- 

-30 

Burn i sh ed , nice d et ail, super eye-appeal 

$800 

s- 

1 53 

VG- 

-08 

D a r k , d u 1 1 , a n d p o r o u s , a c t. u ally a F - 1 5 

$ 90 

s- 

154 

AG 

-03 

Good color, just lots of wear 

$ 35 

s- 

156 

P- 

-02 

P o r o u s a n d s 1 i g h 1 1 y b e n t , r a r e 

$ 1 50 

s~ 

157 

F- 

-12 

Du 1 1 an d q r a i n y , ed g e dings, still nice 

$125 

s- 

1 59 

AG' 

-03 

Good c o 1 or , ed q e d inqs, h ar d to find 

$60 

s- 

1 60 

G 

-06 

Some rust, and pitting, cleaned, better detail 

$ 90 

s- 

161 

F- 

- 1 5 

D a r k , d u 1 1 , and p o r o u s 

$ 1 35 

s- 

16.2 

F- 

-12 

u r n i s h e d and cl e a ned 

$125 

s- 

163 

F- 

- 1 5 

Good col or , si i ght 1 y grai ny , nice coi n 

$350 

s- 

164 

AG 

~03 

Dull, dark, and porous 

$ 35 

s- 

165 

VF 

-20 

Mice color and surfaces, a few scratches 

$350 

s- 

166 

F 

- 1 2 

A few minor scratches 

$125 

s- 

1 68 

F 

-15 

Dark, dull, and porous 

$200 

s- 

169 

F- 

- 3 2 

Minor porosity but still a nice coin 

$150 

s- 

170 

VG- 

- 1 0 

Dull and grainy but a good appearance 

$ 90 

s- 

1 72 

F 

-12 

Dull and grainy but a good appearance 

$ 90 

s- 

173 

VF- 

-20 

Nice color, late die state, scratches 

$300 

s~ 

174 

VF 

-20 

Dark, d u 1 1 , and g r a i n y 

$225 

s- 

175 

F- 

•» nr 
J. O 

A few obverse scratches 

$200 

s- 

178 

G- 

~06 

Dark, dull, and porous 

$500 

s- 

179 

VF- 

-35 

Dull and a little dark, great, eye appeal 

$475 

s~ 

181 

VG- 

-08 

Dull and q r a i n y , n o t b a d 

$ 90 

s- 

182 

VF- 

irj 

A nice coin and tough to find! 

$600 

s- 

184 

VF- 

-20 

A nice coin and probably a VF--25 

$350 

s- 

185 

F- 

- 1 5 

S 1 i q h t. d i s c o 1 o r a t :i. o n b u t n o t; b a d 

$185 

s- 

186 

VF- 

-20 

Good color, a few scratches, eye appeal 

$350 

s- 

187 

EF- 

-45 

The nicest coin in the group! The obverse 

has 

super 

detai 1 

but is just, a little dull while the reverse 

still 

ha 

s some i 

n i n t 

luster and shows no wear at all! Much nicer 

than 

many I 

have seen graded AU „ 

$950 


All of the grades listed above are "net." and virtually all 
of the coins, therefore, have better detail than the grade 
i n d i c a t e s . P o s t a g e a n d i n s u r a n c e a r e i n c 1 u d e d in the price. I 
am interested in a nice $50 gold slug if anyone wants to trade. 
Feel free to call me before 9:00 p.m. CST at (504) 641-5173 if 
y o u h a v e a n y q u e s t. i o n s . 
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FIRST REGIONAL EAC MEETING IN IOWA 
Mark Klein 


The only way that I can describe the first regional EAC meeting held in Iowa 
is by saying that it was fantastic! I had scheduled the meeting to begin at 3:30 
P.M. , but I now know better - the meeting started early that morning whenever 
EACers met each other on the bourse floor. It was great to meet so many people 
for the first time in person whom I've known through the pages of P-W . 

I've just got to tell the story of my first meeting with John D. Wright. I’ve 
known John for quite some time by reputation and by correspondence , but I had 
never had the opportunity to meet him in person. On the morning of the show, 
John was told that I was on the floor, checking out some things, and he decided 
to surprise me and say ’hi’. Spotting some fellow on the floor, he approached 
him and said "Mr. Klein?" The fellow answered "Yes?" and John handed him 
a foil pressing and said "Here’s something for you." "What is it?" came the 

response, and John said, "It’s a pressing for you." With an "Oh! Ah 

thanks," the fellow tucked it into his pocket and went back doing what he had 
been doing - leaving a very surprised and speechless John Wright, standing by 
himself. Later, when I finally bumped into John, the meeting was quite different. 
The pressing? Well, when John realized what had happened, he chased after the 
guy and got it back for me. It now resides with my prized set of pressings of 
JDW’s 1 839’s . 

The show itself was a successful one for me. At Torn Reynold’s table, I was 
able to add three nice 1 839 cents to my collection. Nice large cents are hard to 
come by, even if they are R1 . It was at a spontaneous show-and-tell at Tom’s 
table that I got to see several nice 1 796’s, many large cent error coins, and 
John Wright's complete set of 1839's. I had known John's 1839 coins from before 
via pressings, but it was a real treat to see the actual coins. 

John Wright went through my 1839's for me and discovered that my 1839/6 
N-1 , die state I, was really an early die state II. Terrific! That means that I've 
got the two hardest-to-find die states of the 1839/6 N-1 . Now for a super-die 
state I to match the other two. What a trio it would make! 

Dick Punchard gave me two additional pointers for spotting the 1839 N-1 5 
and I have added the information to my notes. Dick was lucky enough to cherry 
a 39 N 1 5 at a recent show. 


Our "official" meeting started with the traditional self- introductions. Those 
members and guests present were: 


Dave McLain 
Wes Rasmussen 
Bill Weimer 
Dick Punchard 
Clifford Mishler 


Joseph Tomasko, Jr. 
Don Valenziano, Jr. 
Mark E. Klein 
John D. Wright 
Mabel Ann Wright 


Patrick Clarahan 
Barbara Clarahan 
Dean Oakes 
Tom Reynolds 
Bruce Filbrandt 


The state-tistics of the above were great! - Iowa 6, Minnesota 3, Illinois 2, 
Michigan 2, Nebraska 1 , and Wisconsin 1 . 

Don Valenziano, Jr. offered everyone present a personal welcome to come to 
Chicago in 1 985 for the annual EAC Convention. You can bet that I'll be there! 
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Open discussion followed. Grading! Wow! It surely can become an 
involved subject. Here are some of the comments as best as I can recall: 


(1 ) Many early coppers have surface problems due to impurities in 
the copper itself. They are damaged from the inside out. 

(2) John Wright, Denis Loring, and Ron Guth are consultants to 
AN ACS although there is no guarantee that their opinions will be used. 

You should have seen the ANAGS certificate of an EF 40/40 large cent 
which Bill Weimer passed around - it really highlighted some of the 
problems which ANACS and other people have when it comes to our big 
coppers . 

(3) Quite often a grade is given to a coin, only to justify its price. 
Someone commented "Everyone should try selling - just once." 

( 4 ) The best function of grading is to see how the coin compares to 
others of the same variety. Group grading as discussed recently in P-W 
was highly praised (see articles by Dennis Rynes, P-W 91 , p 196, and 
Ron Janowsky, P-W 98, p 242). After all the dust had settled, my only 
comment is, "Boy, Phil Ralls and the rest of his committee working on 
a grading guide sure have a tough job ahead of them." Good luck, guys! 

Show-and-Tell was the fun part. Many very outstanding and highly 
desirable early coppers were passed around freely. Where else does one get the 
opportunity to see so many rare and famous coppers except at an EAC meeting? 
Likewise, where else can one get the chance to share in the fellowship of so 
many terrific people? After all, coins are only one part of the hobby - it's the 
people which the coins bring together, both past and present, that makes up one 
of the best parts. I feel sort of sorry for those "investors" who collect coins 
only for their investment potential - they miss out on so very much. 


John Wright just had to make pressings of several of the coins as they were 
circulated around. This led to an interesting demonstration on how to make 
foil impressions. 


Just as the meeting was closing, I was treated to a sneak preview of John 
Wright’s upcoming book. It’s great! I can't wait for it to be published. I want 
a copy already! 

Then it was over. The day went too fast. I thoroughly enjoyed myself. 
Now I find myself waiting for another meeting to come within my traveling 
range. See ya then! 


HENRY G. GARRETT 

Free price list - exceptional offerings of: 

U.S. Colonial coins Patterns 

Type coins Autographs 

Please write to: Henry G. Garrett 

P.O. Box 4334, Valley Village Sta. 
N. Hollywood, CA 91607 
(21 3) 780-4768 or 989-0760 
Member of ANA, EAC 698. 
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SOUTH CENTRAL - ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGIONAL EAC MEETING 

E. Larry Knee 


An EAC regional meeting of the South Central - Rocky Mountain area was 
held on September 17, 1983 at the home of E. Larry Knee in Greeley, Colorado. 
The Color ado-Wyoming Numismatic Association was having its show in Greeley 
on this occasion, so that’s where most members started their copper happening - 
and what away to start, as there was an abundance of copper available! Some 
nice, reasonably - priced copper even went home with the dealers, to be available 
at another time and on another occasion. 

While I don't know of anything rare being found at the show, I do know of a 
nice S-134 which found a good home with one happy EACer. I was talking to one 
old-time collector on the floor of the show and he told me that in the early 1950's 
he went to a coin show in Chicago where one dealer (he thought it may have been 
Harold Whiteneck of Boston) had three cookie baking pans heaped with large cents 
sitting on his bourse table. Coins from one of the tins were 25 cents each, from 
another 50 cents each, and from the third 75 cents each. The old-time collector 
said that he thought the prices were reasonable at the time, so he bought 100 
pieces. However, he lost interest over the years and has since sold all of those 
which he had purchased. 


Our formal meeting got underway at 5 
guests present: 

Bill Albert 
Richard E. Day 
Dave Ennis 
John Griffin 

Harriet and Larry Knee 


P.M. with the following members and 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Koppenhafer 
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Martens 
Roger and Nan Martin 
Kerry K. Wetterstrom 


As the members and guests introduced themselves, one of the ideas which 
was brought forth was a thought to publish in PENNY-WISE the name of the 
dealer from whom a member bought his copper along with the dealer's grade of 
the piece and the grade given it by ANACS. Of course, any one listing his 
purchase in this way would have had to send the piece to ANACS for a grading 
certificate. This idea created considerable discussion, with everyone thinking 
that such an idea just might work in the long run. 


Next, a paper was presented - the title was "The Late Dates are Large 
Cents Too". This talk covered the large cents from 1 840 to 1 857, with the 
speaker saying that those pieces with nice color and clean surfaces are very 
attractive and compare in looks to the rare 1793 Liberty Caps. A display of 30 
different late date cents was shown in conjunction with the talk. Afterwards, a 
letter from Louis C. Sass was passed around for each member to read so that 
each could get Sass' thoughts on the naming of the Booby and Silly Head cents. 


The meeting ended with sandwiches, drinks, and miscellaneous copper talk. 
Those who stayed until 8 P.M. and after got to see some choice Colonial pieces 
which John Griffin had brought. The only thing not covered at the meeting was 
when and where will the next Rocky Mountain EAC meeting be held? Any ideas 
and/or volunteers? 


***^********* 
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North Central EAC Regional Meeting 
Phillip D . Horner 


An EAC Regional Meeting was held on September 17, 1983 in Cincinnati, 
Ohio in conjunction with the Greater Cincinnati Numismatic Exposition. The 
following EAC members and guests attended: 


Sanford Zilberberg 

William & Loetta Hopkins 

Carl Rekow 

Rod Widok 

Donald Weinzapfel 

Ken Mote 

Kevin Moore 

Michael Schmidt 

Phil Horner 

Charles Kelly 

Randy Wickett 

John D. Wright 


Mabel Ann Wright 
Jim Grgurich 
Earl Teaford 
Jerry Wysong 
Bruce W. Stowe 
Jim Corrado 
Paul Padget 
Ed Overholt 
Jim McGuigan 
Steve Fischer 
Craig Whitford 
Garry Perkins 


Rod Burress called the meeting to order with the customary introduction 
of those present. As each person introduced himself and elaborated on his 
collecting interests, it was interesting to note the diversity in collecting 
ambitions of some of our membership. Several exclaimed that their interests 
were changing from large cents to other areas because the cost of remaining 
in the hobby was growing quickly beyond their means. 

After introductions Rod lead the discussion on current literature for the 
copper enthusiast. With assistance from the EAC library and John and Mabel 
Ann Wright, Rod made available for everyone copies of the respective standard 
references. The segment on 'literature' terminated after a short discussion 
which centered around the oft-asked question, "When can we expect the release of 
the long-awaited revisions in the large cent series"? The reply was, "In the 
very near future ! " OK ! ? ! 

John Wright then introduced the rarities of the middle dates. He discussed 
each year from I8l6 to 1839 while noting which examples were R5 or higher, which 
examples have been retained in the condition census and which example he has 
not been able to 'cherry' to complete his collection of Tammany Heads. 

The formal part of the meeting concluded with John's remarks and the 
attendees broke into two groups: one to inspect the available EAC literature, 
the other to inspect the coins from Ken Mote's collection. Ken has decided to 
concentrate solely on upgrading his already fine collection of cents of 1796. 

This made many other varieties in his collection available to interested parties. 
At the end of the day many nice coins had found new homes. 

When the meeting broke up most of our members returned to the 80 plus dealer- 
bourse to try and haggle one more time for that desired specimen. To my knowledge 
very little, if any, cherry picking was done at this show. I was able to obtain 
a nice 1817 N-ll for my collection - at double bid price! Apparently most dealers 
at this show were driving Rolls Royces and were behind in their payments. Their 
prices reflected their needs. 

All in all, Paul Padget et all put together a nice show and it was gratifying 
to see our locals turn out to enjoy the excitement which an EAC meeting engenders. 
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MINUTES OF WEST COAST REGIONAL MEETING 


Phil Ralls 


A meeting of EAC's West Coast region was held on September 30, 1983 
during the long Beach (CA) Numismatic and Philatelic Exposition. The following 
members and guests signed the roster: 


The meeting was called to order by Dane Nielsen, West Coast Regional 
Chairman. Jeff Oliphant, EAC president, announced that the annual dues for 
1 984 will be coming due soon. It is hoped that every member will mail in his 
payment early so that the club can avoid billing expenses. 

Bill Weber discussed the upcoming EAC annual convention which will be held 
in the San Francisco area from March 29 through April 1 , 1984. The planning is 
essentially completed. Prior to the meeting, a hospitality reception will be 
hosted by the California members. Many activities for the spouses have been 
planned for those who do not wish to participate full time in the meeting's 
activities. Full details will appear later in PENNY-WISE. 

Del Bland stated that some nice large cents would be sold at the upcoming 
Kagin's sale to be held at the GENA show, October 14 and 15, 1983. Del helped 
to straighten out some attribution errors and he also provided some pedigree 
information for the Kagins. Del didn't see the lots, grade the coins, or write 
the catalogue descriptions. The collection is a very nice one and should have 
something of interest for everyone interested in large cents. 

Phil Ralls briefly discussed the progress of the grading guide project. He 
noted that there had been a positive response to the request for volunteer 
photographers but that more are still needed. 

Jack Robinson announced that two of the coins which he had acquired as part 
of Denis Loring's incredible collection of 1 794's have been sold to an EAC 
member with one of the finest collections of whirlybirds (the semi-official nick- 
name for Liberty Cap cents) ever assembled. The cents in question are the 
finest known S-1 7a, an EF example, and the second finest known S-34, a VF25+ 
specimen. Both are incredible coins, and they were available for perusal at the 
meeting . 

Jack also described his price guide project for large cents. This ambitious 
project will involve assigning values to various grades of all varieties of large 
cents from 1 793 through 1 857. Not only that, but Jack is backing his list with 
an offer to buy at 90 per cent of the listed prices. Good luck. Jack! 

Jack Collins discussed the sale of the Abner Kreisberg-Jerry Cohen library. 
Some fascinating and rare numismatic material in this sale will be sold the 
night after the meeting. 


Dane Nielsen 
Alan Presburger 
Arthur Schweich 
Gary Ruttenberg 
Bob Vail 
Bill Weber 
Jack H . Robinson 
Bob Grellman 
Cindy Grellman 
Del Bland 


Randle Fairchild 
Jeff Oliphant 
Martin Oghigian 
Jim Matthews 
Jim Bergman 
Mary Bergman 
John Bergman 
Doug McHenry 
Phil Ralls 
Jim McGuigan 


Dan Demeo 
Doug Bird 
G . Lee Kuntz 
Walter Breen 
John F. Bergman 
G . F . Kolbe 
Ronald L. Miller 
Cal Wilson 
Jack Collins 
Jose Ruvalcaba 
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The meeting was then adjourned. The next regional meeting of the West 
Coast area will be held at the next Long Beach show in February, 1984. As 
always, the meeting will start at 7:30 P.M. on the Friday evening. 


MID-ATLANTIC EAC REGIONAL MEETING 
Mike Packard 


A Mid-Atlantic EAC Regional Meeting was held on October 22 at the Sheraton 
Inn in Lanham, Maryland. The following members signed the attendance roster: 


Joe Kane 
Larry Klingbeil 
Franklin Goss 
Jack Pryor 


Ken Bressett 
Jack Robinson 
John Nicholas 
Mike Packard 


Chris Young 
Jim Young, Jr. 
Bob Yuell 


Mike Packard called the meeting to order; and, after the usual round of 
introductions, he made a few announcements concerning future regional meetings, 
election of officers, and the up-coming EAC convention. Members were urged 
to send a little something to Dr. Lapp for inclusion in the 100th issue of P-W. 


Ken Bressett, on behalf of the ANA Certification Service, very generously 
presented the EAC with a copy of ANA's latest publication. Counterfeit 
Detection . The book is a reprint of articles on counterfeiting which were 
published in The Numismatist between 1 977 and 1 982 and it is sure to be a best- 
seller in numismatic circles. 

The main program for the meeting consisted of two talks on the pricing of 
early American copper coins. First, John Nicholas spoke about a system 
which he uses to value the Newcomb varieties for the years 1816-1839. His 
system, which is a refinement of Dr. Sheldon’s basal system and which is 
similar to John Fettinger’s value of rarity system that was reported in the July 
P-W, assigns a multiplier premium for both rarity and grade. John stated that 
his system works well for the 1 81 6-1 839 period except for 1 821 , 1 823, 1 824, 
and 1825; and he is working on a refinement for those years. He went on to say 
that there are selected varieties for which his system systematically over- 
estimates value and that he believes these varieties are not really as scarce 
as currently reported. John also noted that his system does not work well for 
the years 1840-1857 . He believes that this is because the varieties for each 
year in that period are so similar and that they have not attracted the number of 
variety collectors which the early late dates have attracted. 


The second talk was given by Jack Robinson, and his topic was the develop- 
ment of his copper quotes. His goal is to eventually present a value listing for 
each variety of large cent and half cent in every non-Mint State grade. So far. 
Jack has prepared a value listing for Sheldon varieties for the years 1795-1797. 
The values on this list represent Jack's current opinion of what market prices 
are for accurately graded pieces. Jack stated that rather than conjecture what 
a price should be for a variety in a grade where the value for a coin in that 
grade is not currently known, he has purposely assigned no value for that 
variety in that grade. He also stated that although he has offered to purchase 
properly graded coins for 90 per cent of the price on his list (until October 31 , 
1983 only), he had, to date, received no coins in response. Jack answered a 
number of questions from the floor, after which the meeting adjourned. 

************* 
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REGIONAL MEETING OF THE NY-NJ SECTION 


Frank H. Stillinger 


The Fall season for the NY-NJ Section of EAC got underway on Saturday, 
October 15, at the GENA convention in Cherry Hill, New Jersey. Those EAC 
members and guests who gathered at a meeting called for 1 P.M. that day were 
as follows: 


Doug Smith 
Bob Yuell 
Vincent U. Manna 
Tony Echevarria 
Jack Robinson 
Sal Zambuto 
Doug Walcutt 
P . S cott R ub in 
David Gladfelter 


Catherine Bullowa 
Robert B. Slob ins 
John Darmanin 
John Jay Pittman 
Craig McDonald 
Larry Briggs 
Stephen L . Kopolow 
Thomas S . Katman 
Frank H. Stillinger 


Although no formal program had been arranged, it was announced beforehand 
that color and surface characteristics of copper coins would be one of the 
principal topics for informal discussion. Quite predictably, this led to a spirited 
and convoluted airing of opinions about how color and surface attributes tend to 
be (or at least ought to be) weighted in copper coin grading and evaluation. It was 
generally agreed that esthetic acceptability of a given coin depends on its rarity - 
bad color and surface problems often can be forgiven if the rarity is high enough. 
The hypothetical question was posed to all present whether a bent, holed, out-of- 
round, and badly corroded but still barely identifiable 'strawberry leaf cent would 
be a welcome guest in their collections. Interestingly enough, several participants 
said that it would not , claiming that such monstrous ugliness would be virtually 
impossible to live with over the long haul, regardless of rarity and of the great 
fame accorded that variety. 

To provide concrete examples both of good color and surface, and of typical 
problems encountered, seven 'good' and seven 'bad 5 large cents were put on 
display. The former group included S-81 , S-109, S-246, S-249, S-277, 35N6 
and 56N14, while the latter group included S-114, S-147, S-206, S-235, S-244, 
32N1 , and 35N1 . 

A few minutes before the meeting commenced. Jack Robinson agreed to 
discuss his recent project (announced earlier in P-W) to produce a detailed value 
guide for the early large cents. Many EACers have already seen the first 
installments from Jack's activity; and his commentary generated several intei 
changes regarding rarity assignments, implications of the Condition Census for 
coin availability, and various market pressures. 

Notable coppers which surfaced at the meeting were several choice and high 
grade colonials from the Gladfelter collection, a recently discovered 1798 
S-149 shown by Robert Slobins, and a high-VF 1802 S-238 owned by John 
Darmanin . 

Our next regional meeting has been scheduled for November 5 at the Grand 
Central Coin Convention in Manhattan. 

************* 
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JIM McGUIGAN 


Box 1 33 


N. Versailles, PA 15137 (412) 257-4484 


All of the coins listed below (except when noted) are problem-free , with 
exceptionally choice color and surfaces. 


Colonials: 

1662 Oak Tree two pence VG8 $490. 
1760 Voce Populi half cent VF20 130. 
1 787 Massachusetts half cent 


Ryder 4— C EF40 $525. 

EF45 625. 

1 787 Fugio cent Kessler 3-D 

(Club rays) FI 2 220. 


Half Cents: 


1 793 

C-1 

FI 2 


$2,950. 

1 800 

C-1 

MS65 Ex S. Ivy ANA’80, 



FI 5 


4,000. 



lot 909 $5,750. 



VF20 

Rev . rim brk. 


1 804 

C-1 2 MS63 red 7 bwn 

2,850. 




"F AME" 

4,750. 

1 804 

C-1 3 MS63 lustrous bwn 

1 , 600 . 

1 793 

C-2 

VF20 


4,750. 

1 805 

C-1 

AU50 faded mint red 



EF40 


8 , 250 . 



and brown 

575. 

1 793 

C-3 

FI 5 


4,500. 

1 805 

C-3 

G6 rev. scrs. 

185. 



VF30 


6,250. 

1 805 

C-3 

EF40 

265. 

1 793 

C-4 

FI 2 


3 , 500 . 

1 806 

C-1 

MS63 ch. lustrous 




FI 2+ 


3,750. 



brown 

call 



FI 5 


4,500. 

181 1 

C-1 

VF20 4-star bk - 


1 794 

C-1 A 

VF25 

reddish-bwn 

1 , 850 . 


Stack's ANA’76, lot 173 

1 ,350. 

1 794 

C-2A 

VF25 

steel-bwn 

1 ,850. 

1 81 1 

C-2 

EF40 

2,100. 



VF30 

Itly clnd. 


1 825 

C-1 

EF40 

1 75. 


ex 

: B&R, 

AN A* 77, lot 88 

1 ,850. 



AIJ50 

275. 

1 794 

C-4 A 

FI 2 


650. 

1 828 

C-3 

MS63 red & bwn . 

575. 



VF20 


1 ,300. 

1 832 

C-2 

EF40 

90. 

1 794 

C— 9 

VF30 

reddish-bwn 

1 ,300. 



MS 63 red & bwn . 

800. 

1 795 

C-2A 

VG7 

re-colored 

325. 

1 835 

C-1 

MS63 red & bwn. 

800. 

1 795 

C-5B 

VF20 


1 ,300. 



MS 65 

2,100. 

1 795 

C-6A 

VF20 


950. 

1 849 

C-1 

AU50 

1 60. 



VF30 

It-handlg mks 

1 ,300. 

1 850 

C-1 

AU50 

135. 



VF30 


1 ,850. 

1 857 

C-1 

VF35 

80. 

1 797 

C-1 

VF20 


950. 



MS63 red & bwn . 

525. 

1 797 

C-2 

VF30 


1 ,850. 





1 797 

C-3B 

VF20 


3,750. 





Large Cents: 








1 794 

S-29 

VF25 


$1 ,350. 

1 81 8 

N-1 0 

MS63 red & bwn. 

$800. 



VF30 


1 , 650 . 

1 830 

N-4 

MS63 lustrous bluish- 


S— 65 

EF40 


1 , 750 . 



brown 

1 ,000. 

1 795 

S-74 

VF20 


1 ,350. 

1 831 

N-3 

MS63 lustrous It. 


1 798 

S-1 84 

EF40 


465. 



brown 

675. 

1 803 

S— 257 

EF45 


600. 

1 835 

N-1 4 

MS65 

1 , 850 . 

1 804 

S-266 

VC 7 


700. 

1 836 

N-1 

MS 60+ 

625. 

1 81 0/9 S-281 MS 60+ 

2,950. 

1838 

N-6 

MS65 

1 , 600 . 


I will have bourse tables at the following shows over the next few months: 
Nov. 18-20 Boston; Nov. 25-27 Dearborn; Dec. 8-1 0 Washington; Jan. 3-7 FUN 
at Tampa. Stop by my table (or have me paged) if you would like to see any of 
the coins listed above. 


I have many other early U.S. coins in stock, and I publish a price list 
periodically. If you would like to receive a free copy, drop me a card with your 
name and address. 

************* 
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wanted for eac large cent grading guide 


Volunteer photographers are needed to help on the Grading Guide project. 
You do not have to be an experienced photographer to help. Please write. 

Phil Ralls 
Box 631 

1200 North State Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90033 



Ashby's 
Best 
Coppers 

SPECIALIZING IN LARGE CENTS 



A monthly large cent price list, with a few half cents and Colonials. 
Featuring over 250 lots from 1793 Chains to 1857's. 

Competitively priced - correctly graded - personalized service. 
I'm buying large cent collections and singles all the time. 

ASHBY'S BEST COPPERS 
P. O. Box 20403 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46220 
************* 


LANCASTER & SHIELDS 

Colonials, State Coppers; Featuring: 
Connecticut, and Large Cents. 


Free price list 
send to: 

R. Geary E. A. C. #1562 


Lancaster & Shields 
P.O.Boxl2 Dept.E. 
Harrison, N.Y. 10528 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON FAC ’84 
Bill Weber 

It doesn't seem possible, but it is less than six months until we gather for 
our next FAC annual convention. Just what do we have in store for FAC '84? 

— quite a bit! Some of the features which we will offer in '84 and which we 
believe will make this convention a memorable one are as follows: 

1 . The Dunfey, our convention hotel, is not only setting very attractive room 
rates for all EACers attending the convention, but it also is extending the time 
during which these preferential rates are available. If you propose to arrive 
in California prior to the convention within the convention time-frame, or if 
you propose to extend your stay beyond the convention time-frame, you may 
still enjoy the same excellent rates listed on the Reservation Sheet. This 
translates into a 45 per cent reduction in price over the normal rate. Again, 
you are advised to mail your reservation sheet to me as soon as possible. I 
know that several of you are proposing to come out to California early, or you 
will stay over afterwards, that you may see the California 'wine' country, play 
golf at Pebble Beach, visit Carmel and San Francisco, enjoy the many 
historical sites nearby, or just savor the balmy clime and friendly people. 

2. An extended time period during which the Bourse and Fxhibit Area will be 
open both for sales as well as cultural activities. Check the Convention 
Schedule for specifics. 

3. A Hospitality Room to be open on Thursday evening and hosted by the 
California EAC membership. 

4. A variety of activities which will offer the 'fairer sex' an opportunity to 
utilize her time in a fulfilling manner. 

5. Following is a brief outline of what is proposed in each item on the Women's 
Activity register. Joyce Kuntz will provide more specifics in the January issue 
of PENNY-WISE. 

Tour #1 : SUNSET Magazine offers a delightful, no-charge, one-plus hours 

tour of its publishing company, kitchen, and garden areas. Allied Arts is a 
very popular site for lunch and shopping - reservations are necessary for lunch 
at its tea room. Following an excellent lunch, you will leave for Woodside and 
the Filoli Mansion and Gardens. The mansion and some of the gardens are used 
as scenery in the TV series "Dynasty". The Stuart-style mansion has 43 
rooms with 16 acres of beautiful gardens, rare trees, flowers, and shrubs. 
Camellias, azaleas, daffodils, leptospermum (this must be one of the rare ones) 
magnolias, michelia, rhododendrons, and Spring— flowering shrubs are among 
those which you should see and enjoy. 

Tour #2: Acres of Orchids is really more than just a 'greenhouse' tour. With- 

in the 1 .3 million square feet of greenhouse, you will see roses like you've 
never imagined and gardenias which are made to 'bloom' by hand. "Vou will 
visit the 'lab* where orchids are cloned. Lunch will follow at a very nice 
restaurant, and then you will go to the Filoli Mansion and Gardens (see above). 
Tour #3: San Francisco Day Tour: Golden Gate Bridge and the San 

Francisco— Oakland Bay Bridge, Treasure Island, Cliff House, Twin Peaks, 
Golden Gate Park, Ghirardelli Square and much, much more will be visited 
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during this six— hour- tour of San Francisco. Lunch will be at Fisherman's Wharf. 

If this is your first visit to California, I would urge you to take this tour. 

However, you may want to extend your stay so that you and yours can do some 
'in-depth exploration' following the convention. 

Tour #4: San Francisco First Fashion Express: Provides a tour of several 

women's clothing manufacturers and provides assistance in selecting the colors 
most flattering to you. This tour is longer, time— wise, and is more expensive 
(between $35. and $45.), but it is very popular. 

Tour #5: Bay Meadows Race Course: As a youth, I was unable to support two 

minor vices simultaneously, so I elected to pursue fast women and abandon slow 
horses. However, this is a nice facility close— by, which features quarter— horse 
racing during the convention period. 

Items 6 & 7 on the Women's Registration - please provide us with your ideas. 

It is the desire of your Convention Committee to provide entertaining and 
interesting activities within a reasonable cost for transportation, lunch, tour 
fees, etc. 

6. Possibly the largest number of dealers under EAC sanction who will be offering 
outstanding coins, tokens. Colonials, and numismatic literature. 

7. Security : In addition to the Security Room (see Convention Schedule), the 
Dunfey Hotel has safety deposit boxes available to guests at no charge. These are 
adequate in size and security for almost everyone's needs excepting the dealers. 
For those of you who propose to vacation in California either before or after the 
convention without concern for your valuables during your travels, there is this 
possible solution. Brinks can also provide concern-free safekeeping of your 
valuables if you are within their serving area. If you are interested in this, you 
can get additional information by calling, toll-free, Margy Giesche of the Brinks 
Air Courier Service in Chicago at (800) 621—1522. If you are in the Chicago area, 
please dial 567-7118. 

8. Transportation by Air: A free shuttle service is provided by the Dunfey Hotel 

to and from the San Francisco International Airport. Simply call the hotel from 
a courtesy phone at the airport after you arrive there and the hotel will send the 
shuttle bus to pick you up. By T rain : If you arrive by train, it is quite 

complicated to get from the Amtrak Depot in Oakland to San Mateo. It can be done, 
of course, but it is time-consuming, clumsy, and costly. By automobile : The 

Dunfey Hotel is easily accessible by highways from all directions. The hotel is 
located at the junction of California highways #101 (Bayshore h reeway) and #92. 
Further specific directions on how to get to the Dunfey Hotel and Convention 
Headquarters will be forthcoming in the January issue of PENNY-WISE. 

9. Food : In addition to the two excellent eating places within the Dunfey Hotel, 

there are many fine restaurants nearby offering seafood as well as Continental 
cuisine or Japanese, Chinese, French, Mexican, and 'other' cuisines. I have 
personally eaten at several of these restaurants and can assure you that their 
cusines are well above average. 

10. As always, a convention is the result of many people contributing many hours 
and their considerable talent to create the acceptable whole by which you will 
judge the affair from Thursday, March 29, through Sunday, April 1 . I wish to 
introduce you to these gifted people who are currently working in your behalf: 
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L. B. Fauver: Forum Chairman - P.O. Box 521 , Menlo Park, CA 94025 
Joyce Kuntz: Director of Women's Activities - 697 Scripps Drive, 

Sacramento, CA 91711 

Lee Kuntz: Exhibit Chairman - Same address as Joyce's 

Bill Noyes: Cataloguer of Coin, Token, and Medal Consignments, P.O. Box 428, 

Monument Beach, MA 02553 

Jeff Oliphant: Security and Father Confessor - 9454 Wilshire Blvd. , Suite 800, 

Beverly Hills, CA 90212 

Bill Weber: General Chairman of Convention - 6253 Blauer Lane, San Jose, 

CA 95135 (408) 238-7717 

Cal Wilson: Bourse Chairman and Cataloguer of Numismatic Literature and 

Sale Catalogue consignments - 38228 Glenmoor Drive, 
Fremont, CA 94536 

On the next page is a reservation sheet by which you can sign up for all 
activities at the convention. The sheet is un-numbered. If you are planning to 
attend EAC '84, then please complete the next page and send it in its entirety to 
Bill Weber, 6263 Blauer Lane, San Jose, CA 95135. Bill will ensure you that 
ALL hotel reservations, convention registration, registration for women's 
activities, and registration at the Hospitality Room on Thursday evening are 
made in advance for you. Please do so promptly as this will help the committee 
in preparing for your arrival. 

1984 EAC CONVENTION BOURSE 

The 1984 EAC National Convention will take place from Friday, March 30, 
through Sunday, April 1 , 1984 at The Dunfey Hotel in San Mateo, California. 

The site is eight miles south of the San Francisco International Airport, and 
free shuttle service is available. 

EACer Bill Weber, chairman of the convention, has requested that all 
inquiries concerning bourse space be directed to Cal Wilson, 38228 Glenmoor 
Drive, Fremont, CA 94536. Phone: (415) 792-4133 days, or (415) 793-7734 
evenings. As of this writing, thirty-six of the forty-one (possibly 43) bourse 
tables have been sold. The remaining spaces consist of one L-shaped space which 
is priced at $75. and four six-foot tables priced at $55. each. Prospective 
dealers are requested to submit a twenty-five dollar ($25.) deposit with their 
application. The balance of the bourse fee will be due no later than March 15, 
1984. 

NOTICE OF 1984 CONVENTION EXHIBITS 

For those of you who would like to put some nice exhibits on display at our 
1 984 convention, I would like to tell you that we have display cases and locks 
available. Please let me know how many cases you will need. 

We would like to see a good number of our members set up exhibits at this 
convention . 

G . Lee Kuntz 
697 Scripps Drive 
Claremont, CA 91711 
(714) 621-2196 
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CONVENTION SCHEDULE 
(TENTATIVE) 

EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS ANNUAL CONVENTION 
MARCH 29 - APRIL 1 , 1 984 


THURSDAY, MARCH 29th 

3pm to 6pm Registration open 

3pm to 10pm Security room open to receive valuables 

4pm to 7pm Hospitality room open; no host bar, with hors d'ouevres 

provided by California EAGers 


FRIDAY, MARCH 30th 


8am to 9:30am 
8am to 9:30 am 
9am to 5pm 
9:30am - 5:30pm 
1 0am to 4pm 
7pm to ? 


Dealer, Exhibitor and Convention set-up 
Security room open to pick-up valuables 
Registration open 

Bourse and Exhibit room open to public 
Women's activities 
EAC Educational Forum 


SATURDAY, MARCH 31 st 


8:30am - 9:30am 
9am to 5pm 
9:30am - 5:30pm 
1 0am - 4pm 
7pm to ? 

7pm to ? 


Bourse open to Dealers only 
Registration open 

Bourse and Exhibit room open to public 
Women's activities 
EAC Sale '84 
Women's activities (?) 


SUNDAY, APRIL 1st 


9am to 10:30am Annual EAC General Meeting 
10:30am to 1pm Registration open 

10:30am to 2pm Bourse and Exhibit room open to public 

************ 


ATTENTION ALL LADIES OF EACers ATTENTION 

Don't forget our 1984 EAC Convention to be held in San Mateo, California 
at the Dunfey Hotel from March 29 through April 1 , 1 984. 

This time is fast approaching, ladies, and I would like to remind you of the 
many activities that we have planned for you. Come join us for good fun and 
fellowship, for lunches, and for lots of sightseeing! 

Oh! and don't forget to bring your husbands to the Convention. See you there 

Joyce Kuntz 
697 Scripps Drive 
Claremont, CA 91711 
(714) 621-2196 

************* 
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RESERVATION PAGE FOR THE 1984 EARLY AMERICAN 
COPPERS CLUB, INC. ANNUAL CONVENTION 
TO BE HELD MARCH 29 - APRIL 1 AT THE 
DUNFEY HOTEL IN SAN MATEO, CALIFORNIA 

**VER Y IMPORTANT** Please complete ahd forward this entire pcce to me. 
Bill Weber. 6263 Blauer- Lane, San Jose, California 93135. I will ensure that 
ALL hotel, convention. Women's activities, and Hospitality Room reservations 
are made for you. • hank you. 

♦HOTEL RESERVATION: 

Due by March 9, 1 9841 11 


Dun fey Hotel - T el . 41 5/573 7661 


Your Name: 
City: 


State : 


Address: 

Zip: 


Number of people: 


Will arrive: 


Will depart: Check in -* 3 P.M. Check out - 1 P »M. 

SCHEDULE OF RATES: Single or Double room $50. Executive King $65. 

Turret Suite $110. Bilevel Suite $175. 

Note: Only a limited number of suites are available. Early reservations are 

recommended. If you plan to arrive on Thursday, March 29, it is advised to 
place your reservation as early as possible. Reservations will be held until 
6P.M. unless reservation is accompanied by a check for one night s lodging or 
you provide credit card company and number. 

RESERVATION SSSL»7 9, 19641 1 

*EAC ’84 REGISTRATION: Member’s name: 

City: State: EAC No. 

Names of guests: . , ... 

Please check below all of the. activities with which you are associated this year. 

EAC member : FAC office r _ = Bourse____: Exhibitor 

Conv. Comm. 


Please check the two tours which most appeal to you: 


♦Women's Activity Register: 

Your name: . , , 

Tour #1 __ Sunset Magazine - Allied Arts for lunch - Filoli mansion and gardens, 

#2 Acres of Orchids - Lunch - Filoli mansion and gardens. 

#3 San Francisco day tour - six hours - lunch at Fisherman's Wharf. 

# 4 ' San Francisco First Fashion Express - visiting 5 clothing mftrs. 

#5 Bay Meadows Race Course — quarter horse racing. 

#6 Would you like to have some planned activity on Saturday evening 
during the sale, such as bridge_ theater your own thing_ 


#7 Locations in the San Mateo area which you especially would like to 
visit. Please list your ideas regarding #6 and #7 on the reverse of 

this page. 

^Hospitality Room registration: Your name: 

1 do : I do not intend to participate Thursday evening between 

4 and 7 P.M. 

Number in your party who will attend — — 
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ASK JOHN 


John D. Wright, NLG 


AJ is a forum for all of your questions — great or small about old coppers or 
EAC. Your questions will get answers and those of most general interest will 
be published here for everybody. This month we have two biggies, but don t 
let them scare you away from asking. I prefer more small questions but will 
take whatever I get. Do let me hear from you. 

John D. Wright 

1 468 Timberlane Drive 

St. Joseph, MI 49085 

AJ40: Why are there eight ranges of rarity — R1 to R8 — when relative rarities 
vary by less than a factor of 1 50 to one? The difference in rarity between an 
R1 and an R8 variety corresponds to a factor of about 1 000. This seems to be 
quite a large range of rarity and one wonders what factors combine to make it 
so. If asked to calculate an expected range of rarities, I would make the 
following assumptions. (1) A pair of dies, once put to use in coining 
operations, would continue to be used until they suffered considerable wear or 
cracked badly enough to be discarded; (2) having gone to the effort to produce 
a quantity of cents from a pair of dies, those cents would not be discarded, 
but would be used for circulation; (3) the different varieties of cents would 
survive at rates differing by no more than a factor of 10 (see Larry Knee s 
article on p. 125, PENNY-WISE, 1981); (4) collectors sample the total 
surviving population sufficiently to get accurate R ratings. Now how much 
variation among the variety populations do these factors account for? Let 
me provide my own guesstimates. From (1) we might expect a factor of 3 
to 5 variation among different die pairs, with severe accidents producing very 
short-lived dies being highly unusual. Assumptions (2) and (4) together might 
provide another factor of 3, and assumption (3) a factor of 10. If all the 
variations work in the same direction for one particular variety, i.e., it 
starts out rare, some of that variety were never circulated, it fails to survive 
by a factor 10 worse than its sister dies, and is undersampled by collectors, 
we could expect a factor of at most 150 in relative rarities among varieties. 
This then corresponds to a maximum range of only 5 or 6 rarity steps. 

What we find instead is that it is necessary to use a full 8 steps of rarity across 
all the large cent dates (see John Fettinger's article, p. 80 of PENNY-WISE, 

1 983) . 

Clearly, I have made one or more poor estimates in the above assumptions 
and I may have failed to take into account further implicit assumptions. What 
I would like in this AJ is an explanation of the basic factors accounting for 
the thousand-fold variations amont the rarities of the different varieties. 

Answer: Basic question — ancestor worship. Newcomb used six levels, Judd 

used ten, Fuld used 14 or so, Sheldon used eight. Some of these and the 
many other R-scales around are well-defined, and others are merely vague 
arm _ wav i ng . ALL of them are just shorthand notation for 'x pieces known to 
me*, or 'really dirt common', or 'takes a lot of looking to find one'. Your 
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scale of 1 OOOx from rarest to most common is conservative — the truth seems to 
be closer to 10, OOOx. 

Your point (1): Or until by edict or whim they were scrapped. Many varieties 

are not known with worn, clashed, cracked, or broken dies. Why were these 
dies scrapped? I dunno! But I work with computers. We scrap mag tapes 
when they get five years old — even though they are still good and have few or no 
read— errors or write— errors . Why? As tapes age they will begin to deteriorate. 
And a planned retirement cycle is cheaper than the increased risk of unscheduled 
loss of critical data. 

Your point (2): True, there are no records that the mint melted cents. But 

private business was another matter. With copper prices fluctuating near coin- 
weight, some businesses did indeed buy kegs of cents for melt. 

Your point (3): This is a sweeping statement which can be proven only by an 

accurate die-by-die count as made and as totally inventoried now. I don't buy it, 
but I can't disprove it either, as I don't have an each-variety production count — 
nor have I seen every large cent that's still around. 

Your point (4): Sampling (attribution) varies by series (early /middle/late) . It 

would seem that well over half of all pre-1 81 4 cents above VG have been 
subjected to an attribution at some time. For the middle series, I'd guess about 
2/3 of those at Fine or better. And for the post-1 839 cents I doubt that 30% of 
all VF and above have ever been attributed. And that says NOTHING of those 
below the stated grades. Consider the cents you see in dealers' stocks and at 
coin shows. What part of them do you see attributed? 

Fact: 1818 N10 is known by well over 20,000 pieces (mostly survivors from a 

hoard). 1834 N7 is known by five pieces — and two of those turned up in the last 
decade. Or what of 1830 N9 — a distinctive variety first identified in the 1 920's? 
As of 1 968 there was one — now there are five. I can't 'account' for the wide 
variation in rarity (Roger Cohen likes to say 'the videotape machine at the mint 
was broken that day'). I merely compile what I and other collectors have seen. 
And we have seen over a ten thousandfold variation. 

AJ41 : The NCs are the cream of the crop for large cent collectors. What I 

would like to know is, for all of Sheldon's NCs, how many are known of each 
variety, and what is the condition census? 

Answer : As for the NCs being the cream, you're more right than not — but 

remember that the NC designation means merely that Sheldon knew of fewer 
than three as of 1949. Some NCs are now R6, while some serially numbered 
varieties are still R7. And for your 'full count in one place' — that's a tall 
order. Sheldon labeled 36 varieties as NCs, and there are ten more not-in- 
Penny Whimsy varieties known besides these. 

Of the serial varieties before 1815, S-79 is mid-upper R7 (five pieces plus an 
obverse brockage), and four more (15, 1 8A, 37, 217) are very low R7. All 
others are upper R6 or less. Less than half of the 46 NCs are R8 anymore, 
eight are now R6, and four more are within a coin or two of R6. 
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A full enumeration of these 46 varieties is more of a chunk than I want to take 
on just now, but let me give you at least a synopsis. 


1 793 

1 794 


1795 

NCI 

50,1 NCI 

6, 4, 3, 3 

NCI: 25,20,3 

NC2 

1 NC2 

60,10 

NC2: 4 

NC3 

7.3.3 NC3 

12,7 

NC3: 1 

NC4 

8, 8,3,3 NC4 

4 


NC5 

50 NC5 

4 


NC6 

12 NC6 

12,12 



•NC7 

: freak coin - not a new variety 


NC8 

15,10 



NC9 

3 


1796 


1 797 


NCI 

30,1 5,1 2,1 2, ten lower 

NCI 

30,6,2 

NC2 

40,15,10, four Goods 

NC2 

20,20,15,15,15, plus 11-12 




in VG or less 

NC3 

30,15,15,8,7, five Goods NC3 

20,8,8,8, and about a dozen lower 

NC4 

12,12,12,10,10, and 16-18 NC4: 20 


more in Good or less 



NC5 

25,15,4,3 

NC5 

40,35,30,12,12, plus a dozen lower 

NC6: 3 

NC6 

4,3 



NC7 

10 

1798 


1 799 


NCI 

10,10,8,7 

NCI 

15,7,3,2,1 

NC2 

1 2, 8, 8, 6, 5 



1 800 


1 801 


NCI 

8 

NCI 

65,35,15,15,12,12, and 14 more lower 

NC2 

10,10,6,5,5,3,3 

NC2 

15,8,8,3,1 

NC3 

50,20,8,7, seven more 

NC3 

12,8,8,7, and nine more AG-G 


AG-G 



NC4 

45,8,6,6,6,3,3 

NC4: 10,6,3,1 

NC5 

10 



NC6 

25,8,8,6,4 



1802 


1 803 


NCI 

50,30,20,20, and two 

NCI 

50,25,20,15,15,15, and over 20 


dozen more at AG to FI 5 

more lower 

NC2: 

50,20,12,10, and eight 




more lower 


jjc 5^6. ijs jfc 5|C 5jC 5§C 
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PENNY POTPOURRI 


JOHN FETTINGER wrote to say that his hip replacement operation which had 
been scheduled for October 7 was postponed and will not be done until the middle 
of November or later. Something to look forward to, John - and lots of luck! 

RICH HARTZOG has announced that the newly-revised 2nd edition of TRADE 
TOKENS OF ILLINOIS by Ore Vacketta is currently available. The hard-bound 
book, containing 580 pages and over 800 photographs, lists more than 11 ,000 
known tokens of Illinois merchants. Besides historical notes and introductory 
articles on token collecting, the book offers a price and rarity guide, thus pro- 
viding relative values for the listings. The book is priced at $29.85 ($31 .45 for 
Illinois residents) and can be obtained from Hartzog, c/o World Exonumia, 

P.O.B. 4143, Rockford, IL 61110-0643. 

JOE ROSE, President of Harmer Rooke Numismatics, Ltd. in New York is 
a regular contributor of numismatic articles to the SCOTT STAMP MONTHLY. 

In the October issue, Joe discussed "The Romance of the Penny Jar", and he sent 
the Editor a copy of the magazine. Joe's article is a delightful one and it 
provides some information on large cents besides plating a 'type' set of the large 
cent series. The article would be a very fitting one for P-W's 100th issue, and 
Joe very graciously has secured permission from the SCOTT STAMP MONTHLY 
for us to reprint the article in our next issue. P-W is very grateful to Joe and to 
SCOTT STAMP MONTHLY for permission to do so. We hope that you'll look 
for the article in our next issue! 

In the November 2, 1983 issue of COIN WORLD, David Hall's Numismatic 
Investment Group is advertising an MS65 1 793 Wreath cent for only $62,500. 
That's a lot of moola. Now, before you rush out to buy it, stop and think - 
$62,500. will buy a fairly nice home in many parts of our country. Or it will buy 
you a summer home or a new Mercedes, a highly-precisioned piece of 
machinery. And with the average national income being about $8,500., the price 
of the coin is more than seven years salary - in Haiti, the natives there don't 
earn $62,500. in a lifetime. And think of the interest that one would lose by 
investing in the piece - at 5 % per cent, this amounts to more than $3,200. per 
year. Will the coin appreciate that much in value annually; and, if so, for how 
long? If one is wealthy enough to afford such a luxury - and there seem to be 
many who are - think of the security problems involved, plus the dangers of 
corrosion, upgrading by a better piece, etc. Isn't it nice to be poor and not have 
such problems? 

Speaking of bargains, the William Doyle Galleries is listing the catalogue for 
its sale at public auction of the Loye L. Lauder collection on December 15 and 
1 6 at $1 2 in COIN WORLD'S November 2 issue. In this issue of P-W, on page 
296, you'll find an advertisement by the William Doyle Galleries, listing the 
same catalogue at $7. to EAC members. Now that's quite a bargain! 

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 

Thanks to the T rump Village News, we are reprinting a very timely statement: 

"If you find mistakes in this publication, 
please consider that they are there for 
a purpose. We publish something for 
everyone, and some people are always 
looking for mistakes." 
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Ed Overholt & Co 


COOKEVILLE, TN 38501 


P.O. BOX 972 


(615) 528-1710 


1793 \ cent VG8/Fr2 Mod. Porosity . Quite decent for grade 
and price $ 690.00 

COLONIALS 

1795 Washington yc. Liberty & Security, London Edge. VF 30 
Original red around devices, nicer than Redbook plate 
coin. As usual, lacking some central detail .Nice ! $135 . 

1783 Washington Independence F15 Nice brown. $ 58. 

1788 Conn. MLB 9e R6 Med Brown Obv rim bump, some planchet 

striations. F12+ $ 30 • 

1787 NJ M30-L F12+ Med Brown, some lite rev porosity $ 55. 

17R7 Fugio Kessler 13a EF45 Med Brown, exhibits virtually 
no wear. A couple of typical obv creviced planchet 
striations. ANACS certificate $ 3 C 0. 

1795 (Undated) Washington Liberty 0 Security penny ( Ig . size ) 
F12 or better. Smooth, VF+ detail, a couple of 
noticeable obv. & rev. digs. $ 135. 

Cents 


1798/7 S-151 R4 G-VG (Possible obv. brockage, but not enough 
detail to certify, very interesting) $ 90. 

1800 S-206 7 % Off-Center G-4, Brown, Rev esp. distinctive $ 95 


1802 S-234 R-5 F12 - Detail of VF+ Lightly porous and reddish 

brown surfaces. Respectable and sharp! $436>* 

1803 S-250 Lovely brown F12+ $ 90. 

1806 F15 Lovely brown surfaces $ 160. 

1349 N-24, new C4 R6 Ex. Bluestone auction. Attributed by 
Breen in 1952. Contact if interested. 

Look for our table with Middle Tennessee Coin at the FUN show 
in Tampa, FI. Jan 4-7. We are always buying nice coppers-all 


grades 
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PENnyMANSHIP TO THE EDITORS 


From MIKE BATKIN: "I think that I like all the advertisements in the back 

of PENNY-WISE as opposed to them being sprinkled through it. When the ads 
are in the back, I have a choice of reading through the articles first or scanning 
through the ads. By placing the advertisements in the back, it seems to make our 
publication appear more scholarly - not that every one will desire that, but I like 
it." 

From BOB LOMPREY: "I am somewhat of a rank beginner, but I feel that I 

have learned considerable about the large cents of 1816-1857. At present, I am 
studying and collecting the varieties of 1853; and I have 17 of the series so far, 
with two more expected soon. I am trying to get them only in XF40-45, although 
I have some lesser grades due to my shortsightedness in being too eager to 'get 
going'. I certainly enjoy what I do have, and my foil pressings are getting to the 
point where I receive many compliments on them. It's surprising how many 
collectors and dealers have never heard of the method, and I enjoy seeing their 
amazement when they see how faithful the pressings are in reproducing the coin's 
surfaces . 

My grandson Jeff collects the 1 81 6-57 cents by year along with the major 
varieties of them. Therefore, some of my finances are spent in that direction 
also. It would be nice to use some of that money to build up my own meager 
collection; but I am content to pace myself as I can study each one better than 
if a lot of them came at once. I hope some day to upgrade my 1 853 N-4, N-5, 
N-14, and N-20. The remainder of my group are beautiful, to my eye at least, 
but then all large cents regardless of grade are beautiful specimens of our 
heritage . " 

From JOHN WRIGHT: "Within the last 7 weeks, we've been to coin shows 

and EAC minimeetings in Cincinnati; Cedar Rapids, Iowa; Milwaukee; Holland, 
Michigan; Louisville, Kentucky; Fort Wayne, Indiana; and Chicago, Illinois - 
that makes 7 shows in 7 states in 7 weeks! We need some time to rest! " 

From TOM REYNOLDS: "Last week, I purchased a VF20 S-1 8b large cent 

from a gentleman living in Wilmington, N.C. He found it on a ridge, using a 
metal detector. It has a little verdigris - but the coin's not bad, considering how 
long it must have been outdoors . " 

From RON GUTH: "I have recently taken a position with the Florida Coin 

Exchange, Inc. (FCE) as their auction manager and am living in Kentucky now. 

We will be producing three or four major auction sales each year. 

The only other nice things to happen to me recently were the literary awards 
which I received at the ANA convention. For my article, "James Ross Snowden 
and the Chicken Gizzard Gold Dollar", which appeared in THE NUMISMATIST 
in 1982, I received the Heath Literary Certificate of Merit and the Wayte and 
Olga Raymond Award. I am justifiably proud of both awards. They are the 
first recognition that I have received, and these awards certainly encourage me 
to continue to write. Perhaps P-W would receive more and better articles if it 
instituted such a literary award program. 
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SWAPS & SALES 


EAC members are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. 
The first 12 lines are free, but bear in mind that lines used in spacing are also 
counted. If you go over the 1 2-line limit, the treasurer will bill you for your 
entire ad on a pro-rated basis. A full-page ad costs $40. Send your ads 
directly to Warren A. Lapp, Editor, 6505 Newmarket Way, Raleigh, N.C. 
27609. Deadline for material is the end of each month, predating the next 
scheduled issue. 

************* 


MARC M. CALCIANO P.O. Box 331 83 Philadelphia, PA 19142 


FOR SALE: Large cents - 

1 796 

S-87 

G4 porous 

$45. 

1 800 

S-1 92 

G6 porous 

45, 

1 803 

S— 252 

FI 2 

70, 

1 806 

S-270 

VF25 nice 

325, 



* 

* * * 


KIRK SCHLEMMER Rt . 1 , Box 1 


1810 

S-282 

VG1 0 

$50. 

1810 

S— 285 

VG1 0 

50. 

1821 

N-1 

FI 5 

70. 

1 822 

N— 5 

VF20 

42.50 


****** 

, River Road Newcastle, ME 04553 


FOR TRADE OR SALE: 

Fugio cents 14-0 R6 Fine 

Pointed Rays Good porous 

I am interested in New Jersey coppers of like value. Please write. 
************* 


GEORGE R. 

TROSTEL 

49 Bristol Street 

Southington, 

Conn . 

06489 

1798 S-1 66 

AG $14. 

1802 S-236 

G pitted $1 5. 

1812 S-289 

G 

$18. 

1800 S-1 92 

Poor 5. 

1803 S-252 

VG 23. 

1 81 2 S-290 VG pitted 27 . 

1 801 S— 21 6 

Fair 7. 

1805 S-269 

AG 7. 

1813 S-293 

G 

18. 

1 802 S-231 

VG 23. 

1806 S-270 

AG 5. 

1814 S-294 

G 

18. 

1802 S-236 

G pitted 1 5 . 

1810 S-283 

G 15. 

1 81 4 S— 295 

G 

18. 

New purchases: 






1 798 S-1 63 

VG R5 $60. 

1 801 S-223 

VG pitted $1 8 

. 1 803 S-258 

P It. pit. $50. 


* 

****** 

****** 




GEORGE WAINGOLD 

1 260 Vocke 

Road 

LaVale, Maryland 

21 502 

FOR SALE; Half cents. These are spares because of upgrading. 


1 794 C-4A 

FI 2 porous 

$1 75. 

1 804 C-1 1 

VG8 


$30. 

1 795 C-5B 

AG3 no date 

85. 

1805 C-4 

FI 2 


30. 

C-6A 

VG8 

1 25. 

1 806 C-1 

VF20 


35. 

1 797 C— 1 

VG8 

1 25. 

1 807 C-1 

G4 


25. 

1 803 C— 3 

FI 5 

60. 

1808/7 C- 

-2 VG1 0 


70. 

1 804 C— 1 0 

FI 2 

40. 

1809 C— 2 

FI 5 


85. 

C-10 

VF20 

50. 

C-3 

VF20 


30. 


Postage & Insurance $1 .50 extra, each coin. 1 4-day wait for personal checks. 


************* 


CARVIN GOODRIDGE 19 Milton Road Bristol, Conn. 06010 

I have hundreds of half cents and large cents to sell. Write for price 
list. Please state interest: half cents, early large cents, middle dates, 

or late dates. Want lists welcome! 

************* 
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DICK PUNCHARD 


8600 Queen Avenue S . 


Minneapolis, MN 5o43l 
(61 2) 888-1 079 


FOR SALE: 


1 794 S-55 

VG7 

It . bwn 

$200. 

1831 N-2 

VG30 very late$65. 

S-60 

VG1 0 

dk.bwn 

275. 

1 833 N-5 

VF30 

early 

50. 

1 797 S-1 37 VG7 

late 

60. 

1 835 N-1 5 VG7 

early 

8. 

1 81 0 S-283 

FI 5 

dk.bwn 

100. 

N-1 7 VF20 

nice 

30. 

1 817 N— 5 

VF25 

very late 50. 

1839 N-5 

VF25 

tan 

40. 

1 826 N— 8 

FI 2 

nice 

45. 

1 840 N-3 

VF25 olive bwn 

20. 

1 830 N-4 

VF20 

early 

50. 

1841 N-3 

EF40 very nice 

75. 




* 

* * * * * 

* * * 

* * * * 



1 841 N-2 VG 
1 842 N-2 VG1 0 
N-3 VF30 
lt.brn . 
1 843 N— 5 VG 
1 846 N— 1 1 FI 5 


$5. 

10 . 


25. 

5. 

10 . 


PHILLIP D. HORNER 1 59 Leonard Drive 


Blanchester, Ohio 45107 


Anyone interested in trading a complete set of Sheldon-numbered 1803 
cents with additional die states for a decent, clean S-17, S-33, S-48, 
or S-80 Jefferson Head? Please write for details. 

************* 

JACK H. ROBINSON P.O.Box 564 Vienna, Virginia 221 80 703-281-0858 


The response to my last ad shows that many EAC members are indeed 
interested in some form of guideline as to the pricing of early coppers. I apologize 
for two things: (1) My telephone number was transposed in the last ad, which may 
have caused some confusion; and (2) two people did not receive anything after 
sending the coupon. The Post Office tore the labels off the envelopes and returned 
them to me. There's NO WAY to tell who should have received them. Please let 
me know if you didn't get yours! 

I will have many new items on my next list that is coming up, including a couple 
of low-grade Chain cents and even a low-grade S-80. Give me a try! 

************* 


PHIL RALLS Box 631 1 200 N . State 


Los Angeles, CA 90033 
(21 3) 226-7207 (days) 


I want to buy or trade for : 



S-1 44 

G6 or up 

S-1 53 VF25 

up 

S-1 75 

VF20 up 


S-1 45 

VF20 or up 

S-1 55 VF20 

up 

S-1 76 

VF20 up 


S-1 49 

G4 or up 

S-1 59 VF20 

up 

S-1 78 

G4 up 

I have available for trade: choice, conservatively graded coins from my 


first line collection 

• 




S-22 

VF25 

S-1 1 1 

FI 2 S-1 56 

VG7 

S-236 

EF45 

S-29 

VF25 

S-1 30 

VF25 S-1 69 

VF20 

S— 243 

VF25 

S-44 

EF4Q 

S-1 36 

FI 2 S-1 80 

FI 5 

S— 252 

AU50 

S-60 

EF40 

S-1 46 

G5 S-1 96 

FI 5 

S-265 

FI 2 

S-65 

VF35 

S-1 52 

VF30 S— 232 

MS 60 

1 7N3'4 

MS60+ 





* * * * 




RICHARD E. CROSS 


c/o Cross Coin Company 


Scranton, PA 18504 





P.O. 

Box 1 58 


HALF CENTS 
1 . 1 794 G— 1 a 

VF-30 

R-3 

$1 , 295 . 

5. 

1 796 

S-83 VG-8 R-5- 

2. 1795 C-6a 

F— 1 2 

R— 2 

450. 

6. 

1 796 

S-87 VF-20 R-3 

3. 1800 C-1 

VF-35 

R-2 


7. 

1797 

S-1 20b VG-7/AG-3 

with Rev. die defects 





Rev. full wreath with 

usually found on UNCS . 

295. 



some lettering. 

large cents 




8. 

1 798 

S-1 47 VG-10+ R-5+ 

4. 1795 S-78 

VF-25 

R— 1 

595. 



Small rim bruise K-7 


FREE PRICE LIST : Send name and address to receive current price list. 


$275. 

650. 

60. 
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425 . 


Pete 

Smith 

2424 

4th Street K. 

E. 

Minneapolis, 

MtJ 5541 


POST 

ANA - PRE I 

YEAR CLEARANCE SALE 

OF LARGE 

CENTS 


1794 

S31 

6/2 

$60 

1831 

IB 

G6 

$10 

1794 

S57 

G4 

$100 

1831 

IT 2 

VG8 

$10 

1795 

S75 

G4 

$150 

1832 

EL 

F12 

$12 

1795 

S76 

6/3 

$150 

1832 

M3 

FI 2 

$12 

1795 

S81 

6/4 

$125 

1833 

113 

G4 

$6 

1797 

S136 

G4 

$45 

1833 

IS 

VF25 

$40 

1798 

SI 57 

G4 

$25 

1834 

EL . 

G6 

$8 

1798 

SI 85 

G4 

$20 

1834 

N6 

G6 

$8 

1798 

SI 86 

G4 

$30 

1835 

ML 

F12 

$12 

1800 

S192 

G6 

$30 

1837 

13 

G4 

$8 

1800 

S209 

G6 

$29 

1837 

IS 

F12 

$15 

1800 

S209 

VG8 

$40 

1837 

E7 

FI 2 

$12 

1800 

S211 

G4 

$30 

1838 

NS 

F12 

$12 

1802 

S228 

C-4 

$22 

1830 

Nil 

FI 2 

$12 

1802 

S229 

G6 

$26 

1839 

N6 

G6 

$10 

1802 

S239 

C6 

$25 

1841 

176 

FI 5 

$15 

1802 

S241 

G4 

$22 

1842 

N4 

VG8 

$6 

1802 

S243 

G6 

$27 

1843 

IS 

VG8 

$8 

1803 

S250 

G4 

$24 

1843 

EL0 

G4 

$5 

1803 

S251 

G6 

$26 

1843 

M2 

FI 2 

$12 

1803 

S253 

4/8 

$30 

1844 

ML 

FI 5 

$12 

1803 

S254 

4/2 

$12 

1844 

N5 

FI 2 

$12 

1803 

S2.54 

G4 

$22 

1844 

M6 

G6 

$6 

1810 

S281 

VG8 

$40 

1845 

M2 

FI 2 

$12 

1810 

S2.82 

VG8 

$45 

1846 

IB 

FI 2 

$10 

1814 

S295 

VF20 

$220 

1846 

Ml 

VG10 

$10 

1817 

EL 2 

G6 

$20 

1846 

EL 4 

VF20 

$20 

1817 

EL 4 

G4 

$8 

1846 

EL 8 

VG8 

$6 

1818 

N5 

VG8 

$11 

1847 

M 

F12. 

$10 

1819 

EL 

VF20 

$25 

1847 

M8 

FI 5 

$15 

1819 

N6 

G6 

$8 

1848 

IS 

VG10 

$6 

1820 

EL 

G6 

$10 

1849 

M2 

VF20 

$15 

1820 

LTL0 

FI 2. 

$12 

1850 

ML 

FI 5 

$12 

1822 

NS 

G6 

$40 

1850 

M0 

VG8 

$8 

1825 

IS 

G6 

$10 

1850 

M2 

FI 2 

$12 

1827 

13 

G6 

$10 

1851/81 

13 

FI 2 

$15 

1827 

N5 

G4 

$8 

1851 

N4 

F.15 

$12 

1827 

IS 

VG8 

$30 

1853 

M2 

FI 5 

$12 

1829 

N8 

VG8 

$11 

1853 

N21 

FI 2 

$12 

1831 

E6 

F15 

$15 

1856 

M0 

FI 2 

$10 




***** 

* * * * 

* * * * 




PERIODIC 24-PAGE FIXED-PRICE CATALOGS 

of choice 

COLONIALS, LARGE CENTS, HARD TIMES TOKENS 

and other 

EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS 
available for $3 per year (3 or 4 issues) 
or send for 

FREE SAMPLE COPY 
from 

HAROLD M. HESS, BOX 31394, TEMPLE HILLS, MD 20748 

************* 
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XV 11/99 


CRAIG A. WHITFORD 


Lansing, Michigan 48901 


P.O. Box 20122 
(517) 482-8374 


FOR SALE — LARGE CENTS 


1 794 

S-1 9b 

no problem G-5 

$240. 

1803 

S-243 

VG-10 

$60. 


S-41 

AG-3, just wear 

40. 


S-244 

Nice Choc. Brown 



S-72 

Early die state. 



VF-20 

225. 


faint obv. crack. VG-8 

1 75. 


S-246 

Good-4 

20. 

1796 

S-81 

Good-4/1 just wear 

30. 


S-247 

Good-4 

20. 


S-1 02 

Good-4 

50. 


S-248 

Very Good-7 

35. 

1797 

S-1 34 

Ex. Kagins 9/25/81 



S-249 

Very Good-7 

40. 


#245 

. Nice VG -10/5 

155. 


S-250 

Nice VG-7 

35. 


S-1 36 

Very Good-7 

40. 


S-251 

Very Good-8 

35. 


S-1 39 

Good— 6 

30. 


S-254 

Nice VF-35 

275. 


S-1 40 

Late state, VG-8 

45. 


S-256 

F-1 5, si. gran 

90. 

1798 

S-1 59 

Very Good-8 

50. 


S-257 

Nice Fine-12 

75. 


S— 1 66 

Nice VG-7 

35. 


S-258 

Nice VG— 1 0/8 

40. 

1800 

S-1 91 

Late state, G-6/4 

29. 


S-260 

Very Good-1 0 

38. 


S-1 96 

Clean Good-6/8 

29. 


S-261 

Early. VG-10 

35. 


S-201 

R— 5 Good— 6+ 

75. 


S-261 

Middle. Good-6 

30. 


S— 203 

Nice Fine-1 2 

80. 


S— 262 

R-5 . VG-7 

45. 

1 801 

S-213 

Ex. Ruby 2/12/75, 



S-263 

Ex. WCB, D. Palmer 


#1 99, 

, sm.clip. CH . F-1 2 

80. 


The envelope reads "The 



S-219 

3-Errors. Good-4 

35. 


proof coin for the inter- 


1 802 

S-231 

Fine-1 2+ 

75. 


rupted marriage of 



S— 235 

Ex. Parsons 5/6/16 



S -263/264." Good-5 

50. 


#1 49, 

HCH, Bob Vail, DNB 


1 803 

S-265 

Ex. EAC '81 #394, 



Nice 

VG-10 

100. 


Nice Good-6 

65. 


S-237 

Good-5 

30. 

1 805 

S-269 

Good-6 

30. 


S-240 

Late Die State . 


1 806 

S-270 

Good-6 

30. 


Ex. HCH ,WCB, DNB, Bob 


1807 

S-21 7 

"Comet" VG-8 

35. 


Vail, 

EAC '81 #197. 


1 810 

S-282 

Very Good-8 

35. 


Choice Choc Brn, VG-8 

100. 

** Please add $2.00 Postage 




* * 

* * * * 

* * * 

* * * 

=i= 


RON 

GUTH 

c/o Florida Coin Exchange, 

Inc. 


Lexington, KY 

40507 


100 East Vine Street 1-606-233-2300 


FOR SALE: 

1794 S-35 ex Bowers & Ruddy 'Fairfield' 10/1977:710, where described as "VF" 
in sharpness but lightly 'etched' surfaces which are grayish-tan. A 
pleasing example of this rarity $800. 

1802 S-240 VG7 Cleaned at one time, needs to be retoned, some verdigris on 

rev. Very rare and desirable variety 150. 

1850 large cent. Choice Unc. 63/63. Beautiful mint red color and excellent 

surfaces. A few minor carbon spots, as expected. 650. 


ED SARRAFIAN 941 4 Nashville Morton Grove, Iowa 60053 

FOR SALE - 


1800 

half cent 

C-2 G 

4-star break 

$80. 

1 802 

S-242 G 

$20. 

1 794 

S-22 

Fair 

no date 

15. 


S-235 G 

25. 


S-30 

G/Fr 


50. 

1 723 

half cent Hibernia head 


1 798 

S-1 72 

AG 


15. 


left VF-XF 

250. 


7 mixed Connecticut cents AG-VG Some scarce varieties $100. 


* ************ 
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C. V. M. Numismatics 

P . O . Box 406 
Chandler, OK 74834 
(405) 258-0681 

I would like to thank all EACers for the wonderful response to my last ad. 
The following coins are new purchases. Full 30 day return privilege as always. 
1 should mention that most new material goes to collectors who have sent me 
their want list. I’d love to receive yours. Also my new price list is ready, 
send for a copy. Nice copper is getting hard to find. Does anyone have coins 
to sell? 


HALF CENTS 

1834 Cl AU50 $97. 

1 809/6 AU50/50 1 35 . 

lustrous gold & tan . Well struck 
AN ACS papers. 

1850 VF30 52. 

Nice well-struck coin 

1851 XF45 75. 

Well struck rev. choice example 

LARGE CENTS 

75. 
105. 
18. 
42. 
25. 
32. 
23. 




1 802 

S230 

FI 2 


1 802 

S232 

FI 5 


1 820 

N13 

FI 5 


1 822 

N3 

VF30 


1 825 

N9 

FI 5 


1 829 

N6 

VF20 


1 831 

N2R2+ 

FI 5 


break at star 1 1 



TOM 

REYNOLDS 

3 

P.O 

1 797 

S-135 

R4- 

5 

1 802 

S-233 

R3+ 

4 

1805 

S— 269 

R1 

7 

1 809 

S— 280 

R2 6/8 

1 833 

N6 

R1 

40 

1839 

N9 

R3 

30 

1 848 

C31 

R6 

50 

1851/81 N3b 

R1 

50 

Send name and 

address to 


O . Box 31 691 


LARGE CENTS (cont.) 

1833 N3 AU50 $142. 

Two tone lustrous steel &tan. 

Very attractive . 

1834 N2^ VF30 47. 

Strong dbl profile-choice reddish 

tan 

1834 N3'4 XF45/50 125. 

Choice lustrous gold & brown, 
strong double profile 
1837 N9 XF40 55. 

1837 N16R4+ VF30 42. 

Dark brown, some minute porosity 
on obv. Still nice. 

1839 N13 VF30 52. 

1850 XF45+ 75. 

Choice lustrous mahogany. 

1850 AU50 57. 

Couple rust spots. Stars 5 & 7 
very sharp. 

Omaha, NE 68131 (402) 895-3065 


Choice color and surfaces. $72. 

Chocolate with smooth surfaces. 26. 

N ice . 43 . 

Exceptionally nice for an 1 809. 112. 

Chocolate with smooth, lustrous surfaces. 110. 

Silly head. Choice. 72. 

Not in Newcomb. Choice. 165. 

Late die state. Chocolate with smooth, 175. 

lustrous surfaces. Much original red around 
reverse devices . 
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XVI 1/99 


DENIS W. LORING 


P .O . B . 363 


New York, NY 10101 


1793 S-4 strong G4 full date $1,300. 

S-4 BS1 just wear, sm. surfaces 275. 

1794 S— 41 G4 100. 

S-68 FI 2 lovely color, ex Schwartz 1,250. 

S-69 G6 140. 

S-72 Obv. AU50, reverse has an area of corrosion. 

Very late die state. Please inquire. 

1803 S-247 VF30 300. 

1828 N-6 XF40 95. 


Also, this is the last offering of color prints of my collection of 
1794 cents. 61 prints, obv. and rev. of one coin (enlarged) on each print. $75. 


GILBERT A. SMITH, JR. 91 1 0 Stonegate Road Indianapolis, Ind. 46227 

1793 Chain cent S-1 BS1 /Poor2 Complete chain visible. ONE CENT visible, 
but weak. Fraction and bottoms of periphery letters very faintly seen. Part of 
head outline faintly visible. Eye, nose, and forehead can be seen. Vine and bars 
show. Pleasant med. brown color with only one very minor rim ding. Well worn 
but well worth $275. 

Ten different Draped Bust cents Fr to AG All attributed. $65. 
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